We are a welcoming Christian community which embraces all people.
We support each other to grow in faitb and create a [oving and compassionate community).
We aspire to [ive as Clyrist's witnesses of God's unconditional love.
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%RPE?‘D"TW»& THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD OF THE LORD 10-1-21

THE FINAL DAY OF THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS

This week: Is 42:1-4, 6-7: Acts 10:34-38: Mk 1:7-11

Next week: 1 Sam 5:5-10, 19; 1 Cor 6:15-15, 17-20; Jn 1:55-42

matwitg ns we enmtbrace and Live out our Chrlstian Ldewtitgj and mLsston.

Today's feast of the Lovd’s Baptism brings the Christmas Season to an end and sends us
into the ordinary Time of the Church year. This feast celebrates the beginning of the
adult ministry of Jesus, which we reflect upon week by week as Ordinary Time unfolds.
Standing as it does as a bridge between the Christmas sSeason and Ordinary Time this
feast lnvites us to ensure that the chilo of divine Life planted within us also grows to

Fr Colln

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:
A FOUNDATIONAL SENSE OF AWE

Abandon hidden things, /' Take up what is revealed!
—FEphrem the Syrian, Hymn 81

Healthy religion gives us a foundational sense of awe. It re-
enchants an otherwise empty universe. It gives people a
universal reverence toward all things. Only with such
reverence do we find confidence and coherence. Only then
does the world become a safe home. Then we can see the
reflection of the divine image in the human, in the animal,
in the entire natural world—which has now become
inherently “supernatural.” CAC teacher Barbara Holmes
describes this awakening so well and poetically:

When we are fully alert in spirit, mind, and body, we
are more than we imagine and can accomplish more
than we suppose. Moments of awareness occur as a
dawning of meaning, when the familiar suddenly
becomes infused with new insights or unfamiliar ideas
merge with the wellspring of experiences and beliefs
that pervade human consciousness. Such occasions feel
like personal discoveries. While in the midst of an
epiphany, folks inevitably apply the term “discovery” to
lands, people, and ideas that have always been present.
We use the language of strange and alien sightings
when the more accurate statement would be, “Eurekal 1
have just awakened to a long-standing reality that an
inner unveiling has finally allowed me to see.” . ..

An awakening is necessary to reconnect us to our origins
and one another.

Instead of nurturing awe, reconnection, and awakening,
I’'m sorry to say that today we have a lot of ideological
hysteria and junk religion—on both the left and the right.
Junk religion is similar to junk food because it only satisfies
enough to gratify the momentary desire but does not really
feed the intellect or the heart. Junk religion is usually
characterized by fear of the present and fear of the future.
What we experience when people have really met God is
that there is no fear of the present because it is always full.
There’s no fear of the future because a loving God is in
charge. There’s no fear of the past because it has been
healed and forgiven. Then people do not use God to avoid
reality or to fabricate a private, self-serving reality. They let
God lead them into the fullness of Reality; not away from
dilemmas and paradoxes, but right onto the horns of the
human dilemmal

Whatever reconstruction we’re going to do cannot be based
on fear or on reaction. It has to be based on a positive and
fully human experience of God as a loving Presence. True
religion is ready to let God be God, and to let God lead us
into a new future that we do not yet understand—and no
longer even need to understand.

FOR ALL PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION please visit our website www.lindfieldkillara.org.au
The Parish Office will be open Tuesday to Friday this week.
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS

GLORIA:

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

PSALM IS 12:2-6.R. V.6

Truly, God is my salvation,

I trust, I shall not fear.

For the Lord is my strength, my song,
the Lord became my saviour.

With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to God’s namel
Make God’s mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of God’s name.

Sing a psalm to the Lord

for the Lord has done glorious deeds,

make them known to all the earth!

People of Zion, sing and shout for joy

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia? The heavens were opened and the
Father’s voice was heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluial

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Save us, Saviour of the world,

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow at the following words in bold):

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried,

he descended into hell,

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand

of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come

to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen

Jord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us

the gift of everlasting [ife. (;rant that [ife to
Recently deceased:  Janet Atherton, Caterina Randazzo
(mother of Bishop Anthony Randazzo), Bishop Geoffrey

Robinson, Eileen Mary Fahey, Jean Rene Maurice L'Hoste,
Denton Rogers, Anne & Max Vignes, Mary Power.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:

Mark Spring, Peter Quirk, Nicholas Sutherland, Jesse
Langford, Anthony Ellison, Wolfgang Liers, Cyril Ferriere,
Alex Noble, William Wise, Lise Therese Ferriere, Ian Coffey,
Maureen Hobbs, Russell Adams.

And for all those affected by COVID-19.

WEEKDAY MASS THIS WEEK:

for by your Cross and Resurrection Mon: 8am at Killara
you have set us free. Tues: NoMass
Wed-Fri: 10am at Lindfield
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