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Food for the spirit 
GOD'S UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.”   (Mk 12:30) 

I had lunch with a former student of mine, a very idealistic 
young man who teaches religion in a Catholic High School. 
He shared with me his struggles in trying to teach young 
people about God. 

One of the major problems, as he sees it, is that his students' 
idea of God invariably contains too much of the notion that 
God is a petty tyrant, that God can easily be offended, that 
God is threatened by our joys and successes, and especially 
that somehow we have to earn God's love by being good. 

This young man, for his part, tries to correct these notions 
by presenting a picture of God as a God whose essential 
countenance is that of blessing and not of frowning, a God 
who is an extravagant, unconditional lover, the father of a 
prodigal son, who cannot be put off by human infidelity. 

Among other things, he likes presenting Julian of Norwich's 
picture of God as "sitting in heaven, smiling, completely 
relaxed, his face looking like a marvelous symphony." 

However, when he tries to present this idea of God the 
response of his students is inevitably something to this 
effect: “then why be good? If God loves us no matter what 
we do, then why keep the commandments? If we are not to 
be punished or rewarded for our efforts, then why make 
sacrifices?” 

Why indeed? Why be good and try to keep the 
commandments if God loves us anyway? 

Simply put, we don't try to be good so that God loves and 
rewards us. God loves us no matter what we do and heaven 
is never a reward for a good life. 

Are these glib statements? No. 

God's love, as Jesus assures us, is always both unmerited 
and unconditional, nothing we do can ever make God love 
us, just as nothing we do can ever stop God from loving us. 
God loves just as God does everything else, perfectly. 

God loves everything and everybody perfectly. In fact, part 
of Christian belief (a dogma, in fact) is that God's love is 
what keeps everything in existence. If God stopped loving 
anything, it would cease to be. This (as the American 
theologian, Michael Hines, is fond of pointing out) raises an 
interesting question: If God loves everything and everyone 
perfectly, does God then also love Satan? Indeed, does God 
love Satan as much as he loves Jesus’ mother, Mary? 

The answer can only be “yes,” God loves Satan as much as 
God loves Mary. The difference is not in how God loves 
them, but in how they, each in turn, love God. 

God loves each of them in the same way, namely, perfectly. 

But obviously Mary's response is very different from Satan's. 
In that difference we see what creates hell, a certain 
attitude in the face of love. However notice that in neither 
case is the love either merited or deflected. God just loves 
us, pure and simple. God cannot be offended. God's love 
cannot be driven away. God does not reward or punish us 
on the basis of whether we have been good or bad. 

God simply loves us. 

Then why be good? Why keep the commandments? What 
difference does our response make? 

Our response makes a big difference, but not in terms of 
offending God, driving God away, or making God punish or 
reward us. It makes a difference in how we stand and feel 
in the face of love. 

We cannot offend against God, but we can offend against 
others and ourselves. We can, like Satan, live in bitterness 
and unhappiness right within love itself and we can deeply 
hurt others. The spiritual and moral precepts of the faith, 
all of them, including the ten commandments, are therefore 
meant to do a couple of things: 

First, for anyone who is mature in the faith, living out what 
faith and morality asks of us is in fact a natural response of 
gratitude for being loved and a natural expression of 
sensitivity to others. 

The desire to be good and to keep the commandments, as 
Martin Luther once said, follows from genuine faith and 
love, the way smoke follows fire. The intent is never to earn 
love or reward, but to respond properly to them. This is true 
in the case of mature love and faith. 

However, for those of us who are still struggling to be 
mature, the spiritual and moral precepts of the faith are 
meant as a discipline—precisely as a discipleship, that helps 
teach us what it means to be a spiritual and a sensitive 
human being. 

Trying to be good should still not be an attempt to somehow 
earn love or heaven, but rather an acknowledgement, a 
humble one, that one still needs a lot of help in knowing 
how to live in the face of love. 

Why be good if God loves us anyway? For the same reason 
that an artist doesn't deface a masterpiece and a lover 
doesn't violate his or her beloved. Ethics follow naturally 
when truth, beauty, and love are properly appropriated. 
 

Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI (from the Centre for Liturgy, 
University of St Louis) 



4 Hymns for the T hirty-First Sunday in Ordinary T ime 
ENTRANCE:  GATHER US IN 
 

Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 
Brought here to you in the light of this day 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 
 

Here we will take the wine and the water 
Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 
 

Marty Haugen ©1982, GIA Publications, Inc.* 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  ANCIENT WORDS 
 

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world; 
they resound with God’s own heart, 
O let the ancient words impart; words of life, words of hope, 
give us strength, help us cope; 
in this world where’er we roam, 
ancient words will guide us home 
 

Refrain   Ancient words ever true 
changing me, and changing you; 
we have come with open hearts, 
O let the ancient words impart 
 

Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, 
came to us through sacrifice; 
O heed the faithful words of Christ; 
holy words, long preserved for our walk in this world; 
they resound with God’s own heart, 
O let the ancient words impart.   R 

 

Lynn DeShazo ©2001, Integrity's Hosanna! Music** 
 

COMMUNION:  I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest. 
Lay down, O weary one, 
lay down your head upon my breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad. 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one; 
stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream. 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am the dawning light. 
Look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
and all your day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun, 
and in that light of life I’ll walk till trav’ling days are done. 
  

Text: Horatius Bonar 1846; Tune: Kingsfold old English folksong 1893 
 

RECESSIONAL:  NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD 
 

Now thank we all our God, 
With heart and hands, and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mother’s arms  
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love,  and still is ours today. 
 

O may this gracious God  
Through all our life be near us! 
With ever joyful hearts  
And blessed peace to cheer us; 
Preserve us in his grace  
And guide us in distress, 
And free us from all sin,  ‘til heaven we possess. 
 

All praise and thanks to God  
who reigns in highest heaven; 
to Father and to Son 
and Spirit now be given: 
this one eternal God,  
whom heaven and earth adore, 
who ever was, is now,  and shall be ever more. 
  

 Text: Martin Rinkart (1586-1649), alt. Music: Johann Crüger (1598-1662) 

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

T he Sounds of Silence 
Our Catholic liturgy is a rich tapestry of different sights, sounds and postures.    We 
stand at moments of attention and respect, we sit in meditative listening to the Word, 
we kneel in reverence and adoration;     incense fills our noses;    liturgical colours 
attract our eyes; music lifts our spirits. 

But the oft-forgotten cousin of all these things is silence - without silence being part 
of the blend, Mass can become a mere stream of words. 

But in fact our Catholic liturgical books actually require certain times of silence so 
that our heart and mind and not just our eyes and ears and noses can enter into the 
worship of God.   And thus it is that after the celebrant introduces the Penitential Rite 
at the beginning of Mass and after the ‘Let us pray’ of the Collect (Opening Prayer) 
there is a short silence in which we can recollect ourselves. 

But it is above all in the Liturgy of the Word that periods of silence have a special place—and are indeed mandated in the 
Church’s liturgical guidelines (though sadly seldom observed).  We however have aimed to observe these important 
moments of reflection—though with time they are sometimes forgotten or otherwise shortened so much that they 
constitute more of a ‘delay’ than a pause for reflection. 

However, good news!   We have been covering this matter in our in-services for those in the Ministry of Reading and now 
we will have a full 25 second pause for reflection left by the Reader after the First Reading, and similarly a full 25 second 
pause for reflection left by the musicians after the Second Reading before the Gospel Acclamation is sung. 

I hope that we all will enter into these short but substantial pauses for reflection.  One idea is to listen to each Reading 
with a view to noting a word or phrase that catches you and to just prayerfully repeat it in your heart during the period 
of silence.         Fr Colin 
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS 

GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

THE PSALM       Ps 17 (18): 2-4, 47, 51 
 

I love you, Lord, my strength, 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise: 
when I call I am saved from my foes. 
 
Long life to the Lord, my rock! 
Praised be to the God that saves me. 
The Lord has given great victories to God's king 
and shown love for his anointed. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (John 14:23) 

Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and my 
Father will love them and we will come to them. Alleluia! 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God,   
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 

 (all bow at the following words in bold): 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
born of the Virgin Mary,  
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand   
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Holy Catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,    
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,   
and life everlasting.    Amen 

Dr Barbara Holmes shares her recent experience of 
dancing with God in a time of uncertainty:  

In more recent years, I’ve had my own dance with the 
divine. My health declined suddenly and precipitously. 
When a hip operation was postponed for a year because 
of other health concerns, I pondered in despair: I would 
be wheelchair bound for a year?   

It was at that moment that God asked, “May I have this 
dance?”   “Dance?” I was outraged. “What do you mean 
dance? I can’t even walk.” And the answer came back, 
“Your spirit knows the steps. Breathe, relax, breathe.”   

I let go of my fears, my concerns, and melted into the 
arms of a loving Saviour as we danced to an ethereal 
music of the heart that neither of us could hear. You 
don’t need to hear music. Life has a rhythm of its own. 
And when you’re out of sync, you must get aligned with 
the rhythm of life.  

In the Hebrew Scriptures, Holmes finds a God who 
dances:  

How do I know that God dances? There are only three 
chapters in the Book of Zephaniah. The first two chapters 
are rough going. God’s complaints against the people 
include worship of idols, deification of sun, moon, and 
stars, and self-sufficiency so complete that there’s no 
need to depend on God. But then:   

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
    a mighty saviour, 

Who will rejoice over you with gladness, 
    and renew you in his love, 

Who will sing joyfully because of you, 
    as on festival days. —Zephaniah 3:17–18  

What a surprise! Zephaniah takes us from destruction to 
dance and song…. As Steve Fry explains, “God’s joy 
knows no bounds…. In the Hebrew, [joy] literally means 
‘to become excited to the point of dancing in a 
whirlwind’,” or dancing with such abandon that only a 
whirlwind can describe it. And while God is dancing, 
God also sings loudly. Fry continues, “Most translators 
have chosen a less vigorous description for our English 
Bibles because they can’t conceive of a God of such 
emotional intensity.” But why not? Physicists tell us that 
the universe is made up of dancing particles and strings 
throughout the cosmos.   

Holmes reminds us that fire is a part of our dance with 
the Divine:   

But where does the fire come in? Well, we know we can’t 
see God’s countenance and live. God appears in the 
elements of nature, a cloud, fire, and wind. For Moses, 
the burning bush is God. I believe that fire, the element 
“shut up in our bones” [see Jeremiah 20:9], is always a 
part of the dance. It awakens us, it helps us to dream, it 
clears away debris.   

Whatever is going on in your life right now, this too shall 
pass. Where do you find your joy? If you don’t know how 
to dance, don’t worry. Your soul knows the steps. 
Wherever life finds you, don’t forget to dance and sing 
with the God who dances like the whirlwind with you.   

 

_______________________ 

Ed.:  Poignantly, just last month Dr Barbara Holmes died.   
We trust that she now revels in the divine dance which is 
the God she loved and served so well. 

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
A DIVINE INVITATION 



6 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au             0475 558 500 

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence (VOICE only—no SMS)  

0474 303 261   fr.stephen@me.com  
________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests of the parish & 
retired & sick clergy of the diocese): 
BSB 062 784   Ac  10000 1624   
2nd Collection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): 
BSB 062 784    Ac   10000 1623  

CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
select each of our two collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT 
CARD:  just click on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting 
p a r i s h  f i n a n c e s ’  o n  o u r  h o m e p a g e 
( w w w . l i n d f i e l d k i l l a r a . o r g . a u )  o r  e m a i l 
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us the 
gift of everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Recently deceased:  David Handley, Phillip Hill, Philip 
Kinsella, Joan Unwin, Evina Wong, Brendan Walsh, Teresita 
Borthwick, Diana Roche. Anniversary:  Eric Cannell, Mary 
Madden, Fr Ken Prunty, Michael Lyons 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Christine Walsh, Anne 
Ridley, Bev Gledhill, Diane McGirr, Aida Casorzo, Mary 
Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, Tanya Walsh, Jutta 
Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese Playoust, Ali Crawford, 
Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullen, Jesse Langford, 
Cyril Ferriere, Alex Noble, William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, 
Janette Brennan. 

PARISH DIARY 
 

Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 

 NOVEMBER 
Sun. 3rd 9:00am First Communion Killara 
Wed. 6th 11:00am Scripture study (online) 
 4:00pm 1st Comm’n practice L’field 
 5:00pm 1st Comm’n practice L’field 
 7:30pm Timothy Radcliffe Session 2 
Fri. 8th 10:00am Healing Mass & morn. Tea 
Sat. 9th 4:30pm Readers’ inservice (L/field) 
 6:00pm 1st Communion (Lindfield) 
Sun. 10th 10:15am 1st Communion (Lindfield) 
Wed. 13th 7:30pm Scripture study (online) 
Fri. 15th 11:00am Seniors Social Group 
Sun. 17th 6:00pm Parish Pot Luck dinner after 

Mass 
Tues. 19th 7:30pm Parish Pastoral Council 
Wed. 20th 11:00am Scripture study (online) 
 7:30pm Timothy Radcliffe session 3 

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Stephen Fr Colin 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr Colin Fr Stephen 

Sunday 3 Nov. 10 Nov. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Stephen Fr Colin 

Killara 9:00 am Fr Colin Fr Anselam Lakra 
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Joey Frez Fr Colin 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr Sam French Fr Anselam Lakra 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Colin Fr Colin 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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For the kids  

The Ten Commandments 

A Sunday school teacher was 
teaching the Ten Commandments 
to her five and six year olds. 
After explaining the 
commandment to "honour thy 
father and thy mother," she 
asked, "Is there a commandment 
that teaches us how to treat our 
brothers and sisters?" 
One little boy called out: "Thou 
shall not kill?" 
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RENOVATIONS  & BUILDING  
MAINTENANCE  

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small  

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 

 


