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Food for the spirit 

GOD’S RISK …. OUR FREEDOM     

‘After that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light.  (Mk 13:24)  

Why doesn’t God make things easier? 

Perhaps the most vexing faith-question of all-time is the 
problem of God’s silence and his seeming indifference: why 
does God allow evil? Why do bad things happen to good 
people? 

If there is an all-powerful and all-loving God, how do you 
explain that millions of innocent people suffered and died 
under Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot, in massacres in Rwanda, 
Algeria, and the terrorist killings in the USA? Where is God 
in all of this? 

And the presence of evil in the world poses a deeper 
question: Why is God (seemingly) hidden? If God is so 
massively real, why do so many people not recognise, 
acknowledge, or care about his existence? Why do believers 
have to live, almost always it seems, on the edges of doubt? 
Why doesn’t God make his (her) existence clear, a fact 
beyond doubt? Why doesn’t God silence his critics? 

There’s no satisfying answer to that question, not 
theoretically, and there never will be. 

No definitive faith textbook can ever be written that will 
soothe every doubt & answer every critical objection. Why 
not? Because making peace with this mystery, the mystery 
of God’s hiddenness, is a question of a relationship in love 
and trust and not simply a question of correct theory. Faith, 
like love, matures through relationship not just theory. 

Understanding God’s hiddenness, God’s way, is like a child 
coming to understand their parents. You have to relate long 
enough, live in patience long enough, & develop enough 
maturity so that, at a point, understanding arises out of a 
certain co-empathy. Love is the eye, Hugh of St Victor used 
to say. When we are loving enough we begin to understand. 

However, theory is still important. An old philosophical 
axiom suggests that the heart follows the head, that love 
itself must be guided by intellectual vision. Thus some 
theological theory on the question of evil and God’s 
hiddenness can be helpful. What has classical, Christian 
theology taught on this? 

Essentially this: evil exists because God respects freedom, 
both in nature and in human beings. When we are 
confronted with the problem of evil in the world, the 
conclusion we might draw is in no way that God doesn’t 
exist or doesn’t care, but rather that God respects and 
values freedom in a way that we don’t. 

What does this mean? 

God doesn’t make things easier because God can’t make 
things easier, at least not without making us and the world 

into something far less than we are. When God made us he 
gave us as much freedom, creativity, and spunk as was 
possible. God didn’t play it safe, but gave us as much 
godliness as he could without making us into gods 
ourselves. 

Simply put, in making us, God went so far as to give us a 
freedom that even he won’t tamper with. A risky business, 
but, it seems, as a parent, God would rather risk than 
control, allow creativity outside of his influence than limit 
ingenuity, and tolerate the misuse of freedom than relate to 
robots. 

God is perceived as silent because he allows human freedom 
and ingenuity to be precisely what they are meant to be, 
non-coerced, even by God. God is not a frightened parent 
who needs to control, nor a threatened creator who kept 
what was best back for himself. God allows evil because 
God respects the freedom and ingenuity of creation and can 
ultimately, as we know from elsewhere in our faith, redeem 
whatever goes wrong. 

This helps explain not only the question of evil, but also 
why life can be so distressingly complex and why we can 
sometimes boil over into a quasi-divine rage. 

We have been made, as scripture assures us, “a little less 
than God.” If God could have given us divinity, I believe, he 
would have. But the one thing God can’t do is to create 
another God. So, in creating us, God took us as close to 
divinity as possible. Given the incredible array of qualities 
that God put in us, it shouldn’t then be surprising that we 
are pathologically complex, that human grandiosity has a 
perpetual itch to set itself against God, and that, when 
frustrated, we are capable of becoming killers who can take 
life itself as if we were God. 

We should never be surprised at how messy life can get or 
how deranged we can be. What is surprising rather is that 
sometimes—in the pre-sophistication of a child or the post-
sophistication of a saint—we do find simple happiness, 
simple meaning, and simple faith. 

Things could only be simpler if God had made us Swiss 
clocks—wonderfully tuned to pre-set rhythms, with no 
mess, no sin, no evil, and with the beauty of perfect crystal. 

But then there wouldn’t be any love, freedom, creativity, or 
meaning. 

No. God built us on a razor’s edge, so full of godly fire that 
we are capable of both martyrdom and murder. 

Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI (from the Centre for Liturgy, 
University of St Louis) 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER: 

FOR ANYONE WHO HAS LOST A CHILD 
 

We pray that all parents who mourn the loss of a son or daughter find support in their 
community and receive peace and consolation from the Holy Spirit.  

Mary, you who are Mother of all, welcome into your heart those who are going 
through the pain of the loss of a child. You know the pain of loss, on Good Friday, and 
the feeling of absence and silence in the waiting for the Sabbath. There are no words 

to fill the void, it is a goodbye that will always await the resurrection of the Sunday of 
glory. We believe in that day, as Mary did, and we await the definitive reunion. But 
while that is still to come, for those who suffer this pain, we ask for the Spirit of 

consolation, capable of giving life where there is death, and to set on the way those 
who have fallen. Give us the grace to be communities that shelter and support parents 
who have lost a child and who are living proclamation of the definitive life that will 

reach them. Amen.  



4 Hymns for the T hirty-T hird Sunday in Ordinary T ime 
ENTRANCE:  LORD, BE MY VISION 
Lord, be my vision, supreme in my heart, 
bid every rival give way and depart: 
you my best thought in the day or the night, 
waking or sleeping, your presence my light. 
 

Lord, be my wisdom and be my true word, 
I ever with you and you with me, Lord: 
you my great Father and I your true child, 
you in me living and I with you one. 
 

Lord, be my breastplate, my sword for the fight: 
be my strong armour, for you are my might; 
you are my shelter, and you my high tower 
raise me to heaven, O Power of my power. 
 

1028365 Words: The Jubilate Group ©1982 The Jubilate Group** 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 
For the beauty of the earth 
For the glory of the skies 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies 
 

Refrain   Christ our God, to you we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise 
For the beauty of the hour 
Of the day and of the night 
Hill and vale and tree and flow’r 
Sun and Moon and stars of light   R 
 

For the joy of human love 
Brother, sister, parent, child 
Friends on earth and friends above 
Pleasures pure and undefiled   R 
 

For each perfect gift divine 

To our race so freely given 
Joys bestowed by love’s design, 
Flow’rs of earth and fruits of heav’n   R 
Public Domain –Music: adapt. by David Evans (‘E. Arthur’) (1874-1949). Text: Folliott 
Pierpoint (1835-1917) 

COMMUNION:  LIKE A SHEPHERD 
Refrain   Like a shepherd he feeds his flock 
and gathers the lambs in his arms, 
holding them carefully close to his heart, 
leading them home. 
 

Say to the cities of Judah: 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Go to the mountaintop, lift your voice: 
Jerusalem, here is your God.   R 
 

I myself will shepherd them, 
for others have led them astray. 
The lost I will rescue and heal their wounds 
and pasture them, giving them rest.   R 
 

80672 Bob Dufford ©1976, OCP.* 
 

RECESSIONAL:  ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 
 

Ref.   All the ends of the earth, all you creatures of the sea, 
Lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord. 
For the Lord of the earth, the Master of the sea, 
Has come with justice for the world. 
 

Break into song at the deeds of the Lord, 
The wonders God has done in ev’ry age.   R 
 

Heaven and earth shall rejoice in God’s might; 
Ev’ry heart ev’ry nation call him Lord.   R 
 

81394 Bob Dufford ©1981, OCP.* 

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

For the kids  

A young couple invited their 
priest for Sunday dinner. While 
they were in the kitchen 
preparing the meal, the minister 
asked their son what they were 
having. 

"Goat," the little boy replied. 

"Goat?" replied the Pastor, "Are 
you sure about that?" 

"Yes," said the youngster. "I 
heard Dad say to Mum, 'We 
might as well have the old goat 
for dinner today as any other 
day." 
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS 

GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

THE PSALM       Ps 15 (16): 5, 8-11 
 

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
since God is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. 
 

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. 
 

You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness forever. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Luke 21:36) 

Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful, and pray constantly, that you 
may be worthy to stand before the Son of Man. Alleluia! 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God,   
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 

 (all bow at the following words in bold): 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
born of the Virgin Mary,  
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand   
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Holy Catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,    
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,   
and life everlasting.    Amen 

In this homily, Father Richard describes the pain we 
cause ourselves when we choose to live from a sense of 
separateness:   

We go through our lives, our years on this Earth, 
thinking of ourselves as separate. That sense of 
separateness basically causes every stupid, sinful, silly 
thing we ever do. The little, separate self takes offense 
when people don’t show us proper respect. The separate 
self lies, steals, and does unkind things to other people. 
When we’re separate, everything becomes about 
protecting and defending ourselves. It can consume our 
lives.  

One word for overcoming that false sense of 
separateness, that illusory self, is heaven; quite frankly, 
that is what death offers us. It is simply returning to the 
Source from which we came, where all things are one. 
The whole gospel message is radical union with God, 
with neighbour, and even with ourselves. I think that’s 
why so many people are drawn to church each week—to 
receive communion and eventually, hopefully, realise 
that we are in communion.  

Probably no gospel story says this more clearly and 
forthrightly than the parable of the vine and the 
branches (John 15:1–10). Jesus says, “I am the vine, God 
is the vine grower, and you are the branches.” As long as 
we remain in that relationship, we are in love and in 
union. Whenever we do anything unloving, at that 

moment, we’re out of union. Even if it’s just a negative, 
angry, or judgmental thought, we’re doing that out of a 
sense of disunion—always! And Jesus is very clear. He 
says that state is useless. Once the branch is cut off from 
the vine, we might as well throw it into the fire because it 
will not bear any fruit. He’s not making a threat; he’s just 
talking practically as if he were the vineyard owner.  

That’s a pretty strong statement about us and the choices 
we make from that unnecessary state of separateness. We 
have never been separate from God except in our 
thoughts, but our thoughts don’t make it true! Nor are 
we separate from anyone else. Whatever separates us 
from one another—nationality, religion, ethnicity, 
economics, language—are all just accidentals that will all 
pass away. We are one in God, with Christ, and with one 
another. “I am the vine and you are the branches” (John 
15:5). If only we could live that way every hour!  

We all pull back into ourselves. We pout and complain 
and resent and fear. That’s what the little self does. The 
little self, the branch cut off from the vine, can do 
nothing according to this gospel. So Jesus says, “Remain 
in me as I remain in you” (John 15:4). The promise is 
constant from God’s side. The only question is from our 
side. Do we choose to live in that union? Every time we 
do something with respect, with love, with sympathy, 
with compassion, with caring, with service, we are 
operating in union.  

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
THE PAIN OF SEPARATENESS 



6 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au             0475 558 500 

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   E. fr.stephen@me.com 

P. 0474 303 261  (VOICE only—no SMS)  
________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests of the parish & 
retired & sick clergy of the diocese): 
BSB 062 784   Ac  10000 1624   
2nd Collection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): 
BSB 062 784    Ac   10000 1623  

CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
select each of our two collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT 
CARD:  just click on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting 
p a r i s h  f i n a n c e s ’  o n  o u r  h o m e p a g e 
( w w w . l i n d f i e l d k i l l a r a . o r g . a u )  o r  e m a i l 
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us the 
gift of everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Recently deceased:  June Mercer (cousin of Fr Colin), David 
Handley, Phillip Hill, Philip Kinsella, Joan Unwin. 
Anniversary: Robert Agus Heru Herlambang, Mary Graham, 
James Gibbons. 
 

And for all those for whom Masses have been requested in 
November and those whose names are on our Memorial 

Walls and in our Books of Remembrance. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Christine Walsh, Anne 
Ridley, Bev Gledhill, Diane McGirr, Aida Casorzo, Mary 
Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, Tanya Walsh, Jutta 
Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese Playoust, Ali Crawford, 
Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullen, Jesse Langford, 
Cyril Ferriere, Alex Noble, William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, 
Janette Brennan. 

PARISH DIARY 
 

Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 

 NOVEMBER 
Sun. 17th 6:00pm Parish Pot Luck dinner after 

Mass 
Tues. 19th 7:30pm Parish Pastoral Council 
Wed. 20th 11:00am Scripture study (online) 
 7:30pm Timothy Radcliffe session 3 
Sun. 24th 10:15am Children’s Mass, CoG, 

morning tea, welcome to 
2025 Yr K families. 

Tues. 26th 7:30pm Advent Ecumenical Service. 
Wed. 27th 10:00am Parish Book Club, 
Fri. 29th 5-7pm Carols and Foodfest (page 1) 

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 16 Nov. 23 Nov. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Stephen Fr Colin 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr David Strong Fr David Strong 

Sunday 17 Nov. 24 Nov. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Colin Fr Colin 

Killara 9:00 am Fr David Strong SJ Fr David Strong 
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Colin Fr Colin 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr Anselam Lakra Fr Anselam Lakra 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Colin Fr Anselam Lakra 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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RENOVATIONS  & BUILDING  
MAINTENANCE  

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small  

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lanneke@singnowchoir.com.au    0418 645 649 


