
  



2 As we gather in worship on this day we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which our parish is found.  
We also pay our respects to Elders past and present.  

ARE YOU, OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW,  
THINKING OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 

Our RCIA ministry is our way of preparing people for the sacraments of new 
birth and membership of the Christian community. 

The RCIA process starts around the middle of the year and leads to the 
following Easter.   However if someone is seeking Christian faith but actually 
has no previous background to it we have a separate and earlier process to 
help them be ready for RCIA itself - this preparatory process starts around 
February. 

In either case we’d love to hear from you NOW so that we can arrange for the 
best possible process to prepare you for your welcome into the Church.    

Please contact Jos Beunen at jos.beunen@gmail.com or on 0427 993982 . 
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Food for the spirit 

ON BEING LOVED SINNERS….. 

We’re strange creatures, more lovely than we think and 
more sinful than we imagine, too hard and too easy on 
ourselves—all at the same time. 

Human nature is a curious mix. On the one hand, we’re 
better than we think and this beauty and goodness doesn't 
just come because, deep down, we’re made in the image 
and likeness of God or because, as Plato and Aristotle say, 
we’re metaphysically good. That’s true, but our loveliness is 
also not abstract. At least most of the time we’re beautiful 
too in our human and moral qualities. 

Most of the time, in fact, we are quite generous, often to a 
fault. As well, most of the time too, despite appearances, 
we're warm & hospitable. The same is true in terms of the 
desire & scope of our embrace, both of our minds & our 
hearts. Inside of everyone, easily triggered by the slightest 
touch of love or affirmation, lies a big heart, a grand soul, a 
Magna Anima, that's just itching to show itself. Mostly the 
problem isn’t with our goodness, but with our frustration in 
trying to live out that goodness in the world. Too often we 
look cold & self-centred when we're only hurt and 
wounded. 

We don’t always look good, but we are. Mostly we’re 
frustrated precisely because we cannot (for reasons of 
circumstance, wound, and sensitivity) pour out our 
goodness as we would like, nor embrace the world and 
those around us with the warmth that's in us. We go 
through life looking for a warm place to show who we are 
and mostly don’t find it. We're not so much bad as 
frustrated. We're more lovely than we dare imagine. 

That’s the half of it. There's another side: we’re sinners too, 
more so than we think. 

An old Protestant dictum about human nature, based upon 
St Paul, puts it accurately: “It’s not a question of are you a 
sinner? It’s only a question of what is your sin?” We're all 
sinners and, just as we possess a big heart and a grand soul, 
we also possess a petty one (a pusilla anima). Inside us too, 
congenitally, there's selfishness, jealousy, and a pettiness of 
heart and mind that is never far from the surface. 

Moreover, generally, we are blind to our real faults. As 
Jesus says, we too easily see the speck on our neighbour's 
eye and miss the plank in our own. There's a real 
contradiction here: where we think we're sinners is usually 
not the place where others struggle with us the most and 
where our real faults lie. Conversely it's in those areas 
where we think we're virtuous and righteous that, most 
often, our real sin lies and where others struggle with us. 

For example, we have always put a lot of emphasis on the 
6th commandment, sexual ethics, and haven't been nearly 
as self-scrutinising in regards to the fifth commandment 
(that deals with bitterness, judgments, anger, and hatred) 
or with the 9th and 10th commandments (that have to do 
with jealousy). It's not that sexual ethics are unimportant, 
but our failures there are easier to see and harder to 
rationalise. The same isn't true for bitterness, anger, 
especially righteous anger, nor for jealousy. We can more 
easily rationalise these and not notice that jealousy is the 
only sin that God felt it necessary to prohibit in two 
commandments. We’re worse than we imagine and mostly 
blind to our real faults. 

So where does that leave us? In better and worse shape than 
we think! Recognising that we're more lovely than we 
imagine and at the same time more sinful than we suppose 
can be helpful, both for our self-understanding and for 
how we understand God's love and grace in our lives. 

Aristotle used to say that “two contraries cannot exist 
within the same subject.” He's right metaphysically, but two 
contraries do exist inside of us morally. We're both good 
and bad, generous and selfish, big-hearted and petty, 
gracious and bitter, forgiving and resentful, hospitable and 
cold, full of grace and full of sin, all at the same time. 
Moreover we're dangerously blind to both, too unaware of 
our loveliness as well as our nastiness. 

To recognise this is both humbling and freeing. In essence, 
we're, “loved sinners.” Both goodness and sin constitute our 
real identity. Not to recognise the truth of either leaves us 
either unhealthily depressed of dangerously inflated, too 
hard on ourselves or too easy on ourselves. The truth will 
set us free and the truth about ourselves is that we're both 
better and worse than we picture ourselves to be. 

Robert Funk* once formulated three dictums on grace that 
capture this well: 

•  Grace always wounds from behind, at the point where we 
think we are least vulnerable. 

•  Grace is harder than we think: we moralise judgment in 
order to take the edge of it. 

•  Grace is more indulgent than we think; but it is never 
indulgent at the point where we think it might be 
indulgent. 

* (Funk, Language, Hermeneutic, and the Word of God) 
 

Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI (from the Centre for Liturgy, 
University of St Louis) 
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Hymns for the Children’s Mass 

Hymns for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary T ime 
ENTRANCE:  PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR 
 

Refrain   Praise to you, O Christ, our Saviour, 
Word of the Father, calling us to life; 
Son of God who leads us to freedom: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

You are the Word who calls us out of darkness; 
you are the Word who leads us into light; 
you are the Word who brings us through the desert: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!   R 
 

You are the Word who calls us to be servants; 
you are the Word whose only law is love; 
you are the Word – made flesh who lives among us: 
glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!   R 
 

80544 Bernadette Farrell ©1986,2012, OCP.* 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  BREAD OF LIFE 
 

Refrain   Bread of life, hope of the world, 
Jesus Christ, our brother: 
feed us now, give us life, lead us to one another. 
 

As we proclaim your death, as we recall your life, 
we remember your promise to return again.   R 
 

The bread we break and share was scattered once as grain: 
just as now it is gathered, make your people one.   R 
 

We eat this living bread, we drink this saving cup: 
sign of hope in our broken world, source of lasting love.   R 
 

Hold us in unity, in love for all to see; 
that the world may believe in you, God of all who live.   R 
 

You are the bread of peace, you are the wine of joy, 
broken now for your people, poured in endless love.   R 
 

80555 Bernadette Farrell ©1982, OCP.*      . 
 

COMMUNION:  LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares can destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing, and give, us we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

Public Domain – Jan Struther (1901-53) fr. Enlarged Songs of Praise 1931 
 

RECESSIONAL:  FORTH IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST WE GO 
 

Forth in the peace of Christ we go 
Christ to the world with joy we bring 
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, 
Christ in our hearts, the world’s true King. 
 

Prophets of Christ, we hear his Word: 
he claim our minds, to search his ways 
he claims our lips, to speak his truth 
he claims our hearts, to sing God’s praise. 
 

We are the Church; Christ bids us show 
that in his Church all nations find 
their heart and home where Christ restores 
true peace, true love, to humankind. 
 

30136921 O. Gibbons, J. Quinn ©1969,1987, OCP.* 

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

ENTRANCE:  COME AND SING ALONG WITH US 
 

Refrain: Come and sing along with us, 
Snap your fingers clap your hands. 
Come and sing along with us, sing praises to God’s name. 
 

We are here to pray, and listen to God’s Word. 
We are here to share the bread and wine. (Refrain) 
 

We are here as one, God’s own family. 
We are here as children of the light. (Refrain) 
 

We are here to love, as Jesus taught us to. 
We are here to live as Jesus lived. (Refrain) 
 

275547 Brigid McNally ©2021, Willow Publishing* 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  THESE HANDS 
Refrain: These hands, this heart, this voice, my God. 
These hands, this heart, this voice, my God. 
 

With these hands I pray to you, with these hands I work for 
you. 
With these hands I show my love for you. (Refrain) 
 

With this voice I speak to you, with this voice I sing to you. 
With this voice I share my love for you. (Refrain) 
 

With this heart I share your love, with this heart I feel your 
love. 
With this heart I live my love for you. (Refrain) 
 

3329560 Andrew Chinn ©2000, Andrew Chinn** 
 

COMMUNION:  JESUS LOVES ME 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 

 

Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me! He who died, heaven’s gate to open wide. 
He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in.    Ref. 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago. 
Taking children on his knee, 
saying, “Let them come to me.” Refrain 
 

Public Domain – Anna Bartlett Warner 1860 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  HEARTS ON FIRE 
 

We gather as one people, called to share this mystery. 
We bring our joys, our hopes, our dreams. 
We are the rich and lonely, we are the poor and strong. 
We come to share this moment, gathering here, singing one 
song. 
 

Refrain: With our hearts on hire with the love of Jesus, 
hearts on fire, let’s spread the word. 
Hearts on fire, feel the spirit blazing hearts on fire, 
called to live the good news in this land. 
Settings hearts on fire, with our hearts on fire, 
setting hearts on fire.  
 

We long to live in freedom, we yearn for unity. 
We dream of justice, joy and peace. Spirit fill us with your 
power, 
Jesus help us live your call. O creator give us wisdom 
so we will be good news for all. (Chorus) 
 

3457456 Michael Mangan ©1999, Litmus Productions** 
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS 

GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

THE PSALM       Ps 137 (138): 1-5, 7-8 
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, 
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. 
 

I thank you for your faithfulness and love 
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. 
 

All earth’s kings shall thank you 
when they hear the words of your mouth. 
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways; 
‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ 
 

You stretch out your hand and save me, 
your hand will do all things for me. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Matthew 4:19) 

Alleluia, alleluia! Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will 
make you fishers of my people. Alleluia! 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God,   
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 

 (all bow at the following words in bold): 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
born of the Virgin Mary,  
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand   
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Holy Catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,    
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,   
and life everlasting.    Amen 

In The Tears of Things Richard Rohr offers a history of 
Israel’s prophets and the unique role they played:    

The prophets called Israel many times to return to the 
covenant God made with them at Mount Sinai. After 
leading the people out of Egyptian slavery, God supplied 
the law, including the Ten Commandments, that was 
meant to govern and shape their lives in the Promised 
Land. They were to refrain from lying, stealing, 
committing adultery, and so on.   

This was Morality 101, the basic order without which a 
society cannot maintain itself. But the people usually fell 
short, often disastrously so. They substituted purity codes 
and performance for the spirit of that law. They forgot 
not only what they had promised but also how much and 
how deeply YHWH cared for them. There was a deep 
need, then and now, for someone who would call the 
people to return to God & to justice. Someone who would 
warn them, critique them, & reveal God’s heart to them. 
We call them prophets, and every religion needs them.   

For hundreds of pivotal years—starting around 1300 
BCE and continuing through the eras of Israel’s kingdom, 
exile, and conquest—prophets like Samuel, Jonah, Amos, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel performed this utterly 
important task. Besides being truth tellers, they were 
radical change agents, messengers of divine revelation, 
teachers of a moral alternative, and deconstructors of 
every prevailing order. Both Isaiah 21 and Ezekiel 3 
describe a prophet as a “sentry” or a “watcher,” whose 

job is to hold Israel maddeningly honest, and to stop 
them from relying on arms, money, lies, and power to 
keep themselves safe and in control.   

In this way, they introduced a completely novel role into 
ancient religion: an officially licensed critic, a devil’s 
advocate who names and exposes their own group’s 
shadow side! Few cultures, if any, develop such a 
counterintuitive role. By nature, civilisation is intent on 
success and building and has little time for self-critique. 
We disparage the other team and work ceaselessly to 
prove loyalty to our own.   

The same dynamics operate today, with those in power 
or trying to gain power more interested in protecting 
their own interests and positions than in seeking justice. 
We must be eternally conscious of this fact: For the 
untransformed self, religion is the most dangerous 
temptation of all. Our egos, when they are validated by 
religion, are given full permission to enslave, segregate, 
demean, defraud, and inflate—because all bases are 
covered with pre-ascribed virtue and a supposed hatred 
of evil. This is what the prophets expose in their 
wholesale assault on temple worship, priestly classes, self
-serving commandments, and intergenerational wealth. 
“Be very careful here!” they keep shouting. The prophets 
know that religion is the best and that religion also risks 
being the worst. We love to choose sides and declare 
ourselves sinless and pure and orthodox (“right”), with 
little evidence that it is true. This is always a surprise to 
everyone except the prophets.   

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
THE ROLE OF THE PROPHETS 
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HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au             0475 558 500 

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   E. fr.stephen@me.com 

P. 0474 303 261  (VOICE only—no SMS)  
________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish  
§ DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests 
of the parish and diocese): BSB 062 
784   Ac  10000 1624   
2nd Collection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): 
BSB 062 784    Ac   10000 1623  

CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
under ‘Biller Code’ select each of our two 
collections: 

§ PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT CARD:  just click 
on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting parish finances’ 
on our homepage (www.lindfieldkillara.org.au) or 
email accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

§ The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us the gift of 
everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Recently deceased: James Milford, Doreen Nanayakkara, 
Helen Gallasch, Cynthia Tickle (mother of Melissa Tickle), 
Michael Swan, Cyril Ferriere, Diana Beckley, Paul 
Clements, Bev Gledhill, Evelyn Newman, Grace Jessup, Lisa 
Ford, Michael Swan, Dolly Fitzpatrick, Cyril Crouch.. 
Anniversary: Peter Hutchings, Vito Zepinic,  

 PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:   
Michelle Son (wife of Rev. Yangrae Son), Carmen Stewart, 
Diane McGirr, Mary Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, 
Tanya Walsh, Jutta Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese Playoust, 
Ali Crawford, Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullen, 
William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, Janette Brennan. 

PARISH DIARY 
 

Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 

 FEBRUARY 
Sun. 9th 10:15am Children’s Mass, CoG, 

morning tea. 
Wed. 12th 7:30pm Scripture study (online) 
Thurs. 13th  10:00am School Mass (all welcome) 
Fri. 14th 10:00am  Healing Mass & morning tea 
Sun. 16th 11:15am Woods Cottage meeting 
   6:50pm Pot Luck Dinner 
Wed. 19th 11:00am Scripture study (online) 
Fri. 21st 11:00am Senior’s Social group 
Sun. 23rd 10:15am Children’s Mass, CoG, 

morning tea. 
Wed. 26th 10:00am Parish Book Club 

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Colin Fr Stephen 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr Anselam Lakra Fr Colin 

Sunday 9 Feb. 16 Feb. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Colin Fr Roger  

Delmonte 
Killara 9:00 am Fr David Strong SJ Fr Colin 

Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Colin Fr Stephen 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr Anselam Lakra Tba 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Anselam Lakra Fr Colin 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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UPDATE ON SOME PARISH PROJECTS 
 

§ NEW SIGNAGE AT OUR KILLARA CHURCH:     the de-
signs are now complete and the signs should be 
in place before this Easter.  Many thank to those 
from our parish community who contributed to 
fund this project. 

 

§ NEW AUDIO AND VISUAL SYSTEM AT LINDFIELD:    
the installation has begun and should be com-
pleted this week! 
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RENOVATIONS  & BUILDING  
MAINTENANCE  

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small  

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 
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