Second Sunday of Easter, The Divine Mercy

Prayer of
Entrustment to
Divine Mercy

O Lord, our God.

We place our trust in You,
Because you are mercy itself.
We repent of our sins and
turn to You for mercy.
We trust You to provide for
our every need, according to
Your will.

Help us to forgive others as
You forgive us.

We promise to be merciful
by our deeds, words and
prayers.

Though we have fears
because of human weakness,
we rely on Your infinite
goodness and mercy.

We entrust to You the future
of our planet, our Church,
our nations, our families and
all our needs.

With loud cries we implore
your mercy on us and on the
whole world.

Look upon us, created in
your image and likeness.

Form us in the Heart of Mary

by the power of the Holy
Spirit into the living images
of mercy.

May all come to know the
depth of Your mercy and
sing the praises of Your
mercy forever.
Amen.

23rd & 24th April 2022

of Pittwatel'

atrusted to the care of the Salvatorians.

Thoughts of Fr Francis Jordan

. .' ! Do everything as if you really saw God before you. This is a sure way to make great
progress in virtue.
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For April

A warm welcome
to all our parishioners
and visitors who are
celebrating the Eucharist
with us at Pittwater Parish
- Sacred Heart Church and
Maria Regina Church.

Continue to practise good
hygiene. Please use the
hand sanitisers provided
in both of our Churches.

Itis our responsibilty to
protect others and
/ ourselves and stop the
r . spread of COVID-19in
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The Rays of Mercy

Anyone who has read the novel Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh knows
that the climax of the story is a scene in which Lord Marchmain, the patriarch
of an aristocratic Catholic family in England at a time just before the Second
World War, lies on his deathbed. Although his family is Catholic, the
Marchmains are a mixed lot when it comes to the practice of the faith. Lady
Marchmain, who had already died by this point in the novel, and two of the
children are devout Catholics, while Lord Marchmain and the other two
children spend most of the novel estranged from the Church.

As Lord Marchmain lies dying, with his family gathered around him, the topic
of whether and when it would be appropriate to summon a priest comes up, as
it inevitably does in all but the most indifferent Catholic families. One of the
Marchmain daughters, Julia, who has been involved in an adulterous
relationship with the novel’s narrator, Charles Ryder, discusses with Charles the
propriety of a priest visiting her father to see if he might want to receive the
last sacraments.

Charles Ryder is not a religious man at this point in the novel, and objects to
the very idea that the Church might “interfere” with the final days of a dying
man who has for decades shown no interest in religion. Ryder asks, “Can’t they
even let him die in peace?” To which Julia replies, “They mean something so
different by ‘peace.”

What do Christians mean when they use the word “peace?” Is it merely the
absence of conflict or confrontation, the kind of “live and let live” attitude the
world calls “peace?”

Whatever the world means by “peace,” Jesus certainly means a great deal
when He speaks this word in John’s Gospel. Appearing to His disciples in the
Upper Room on two occasions after His Resurrection, He says not once but
three times, “Peace be with you.”

The peace of Jesus is peace between God and humanity, a peace that had been
broken since the sin of Adam and Eve. Jesus, Who is fully God and fully human,
has by His death and resurrection brought us back into union with God. The
risen Jesus comes to His fearful disciples, announcing that He has brought
peace between us and God, the most important peace there can possibly be.

That is the mercy we celebrate on this Divine Mercy Sunday: that the Son of
God has loved us when we were unlovable, has died out of love for us in order
to heal a relationship we had broken. And He even died to heal that
relationship knowing we would break it again! That is why Jesus empowers His
apostles to share His mercy with others through the forgiveness of sins:
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose
sins you retain are retained” (John 20:23). This is one of the source-texts for our
understanding of the Sacrament of Penance.

Article from the Catholic World News
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s Help renew and
rebuild families and parish
communities in Broken Bay.

Give now before 30 June

Visit:

bbcatholic.org.au/pastoralworks

Or use: Parish Envelope

Pastoral Works
Broken Bay
is the new name
for CWF

Ladies Morning Tea
Saturday, 30 April 2022

We welcome the women
of Pittwater Parish to join
us for Morning Tea at
9:30 am fallowed by a
short talk by

Pattie Beattie

Diocesan Pastoral
Coordinator

e
Confraternity e SN
of Christian Doctrine PR~

CCD - Catechists

Pastoral Care and
Hospital Chaplaincy

St Lucy’s School

K-6 students with disabilities

St Edmund’s College
7-12 students with disabilities

Ephpheta Centre

Catholic Deaf Community

CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF
BROKEN BAY

Divine Mercy
Sunday

24 April 2022
Sacred Heart Church,
Mona Vale

3.00pm

Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration
Reconciliation
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Benediction

MONA VALE CﬁO{IQ

Our next Monday
night practice
will be:

9 May 7pm
Thank you!
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e~ When Jesus appeared to his disciples they were very happy. Draw yourself
1 e ‘1‘\ being greeted by Jesus. Write down what it might would feel like
| if you were re-united with a close friend who you didn’t  SESBen

il sfl think you would ever see again.

There are many things present in our lives that we comple'-re th@ Te)d' maze:

don’t see with our eyes. Circle the words which
represent things we do not see. “You are my Lord and my God!”
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The Living Word

First Reading Acts 5:12-16
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The Apostles work many signs.

The numbers of men and women who came
to believe in the Lord increased steadily.

The faithful all used to meet by common
consent in the Portico of Solomon. No one
else ever dared to join them, but the people
were loud in their praise and the numbers of
men and women who came to believe in the
Lord increased steadily. So many signs and
wonders were worked among thepeople at the
hands of the apostles that the sick were even
taken out into the streets and laid on beds and
sleeping-mats in the hope that at least the
shadow of Peter might fall across some of
them as he went past. People even came
crowding in from the towns round about
Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and
those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of
them were cured.

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 117:2-4.22-27.R. v.1

(R.) This is the day the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad.
or

(R) Alleluia!

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.

Let the sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.” (R)

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up.

I shall not die, I shall live

and recount his deeds. (R)

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes. (R)
Second Reading Rv 1:9-13, 17-19
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

I was dead and now I am to live for ever and
ever.

My name is John, and through our union
in Jesus I am your brother and share your
sufferings, your kingdom, and all you
endure. I was on the island of Patmos for
having preached God’s word and
witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord’s day
and the Spirit possessed me, and I heard
a voice behind me, shouting like a
trumpet, ‘Write down all that you see in a
book.” I turned round to see who had
spoken to me, and when I turned I saw
seven golden lamp-stands and,
surrounded by them, a figure like a Son
of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the
waist with a golden girdle.

When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at
his feet, but he touched me with his right
hand and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I,
the First and the Last; [ am the Living
One. I was dead and now I am to live for
ever and ever, and I hold the keys of
death and of the underworld. Now write
down all that you see of present
happenings and things that are still to
come.’

Gospel Acclamation Jn 20:29
Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen
me; happy those who have not seen me, but still
believe!
Alleluia!
Gospel Jn 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John

The teaching of scripture is that he must rise
from the dead.

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John

After eight days Jesus came in and stood
among them.

In the evening of that same day, the first
day of the week, the doors were closed in
the room where the disciples were, for
fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood
among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be
with you,” and showed them his hands
and his side. The disciples were filled
with joy when they saw the Lord, and he
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me,

so am I sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them
and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of
the Twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. When the disciples said, “We
have seen the Lord’, he answered,
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails
made in his hands and can put my finger
into the holes they made, and unless I
can put my hand into his side, I refuse to
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples
were in the house again and Thomas was
with them. The doors were closed, but
Jesus came in and stood among them.
‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here;
look, here are my hands. Give me your
hand; put it into my side. Doubt no
longer but believe.” Thomas replied, ‘My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him:
“You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and
yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus
worked and the disciples saw, but they
are not recorded in this book. These are
recorded so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing this you may have life
through his name.

The Gospel of the Lord

REFLECTION
by Dianne Bergant CSS

Today we concentrate on the different
ways that the witness of the community of
faith manifests the Lord — the apostolic
witness of leadership and service that is
accomplished by the various ministries
within the church. While today s gospel
singles out Peter as a leader within the
community, in no way does this mean
that such providential care for the church
is the sole responsibility of authorised
leaders. Rather; it is the responsibility of

all the baptised.
In their teaching and preaching, the
apostles moved from one understanding
of God's presence and activity in the
midst of the people to another. This new
understanding had the death and
resurrection of Jesus at its core. The light
of the resurrection illumined their former
religious convictions and aspirations,
and they were undeterred in their
commitment to spread this good news,
this new word, tfis transforming light.
A martyr is a witness, one who is so
committed, that that person is willing to
suffer any consequence, even death, in
order to be faithful. The apostles rejoiced
that they had been found worthy of/
ill-treatment for the sake of the name of
Jesus. The Lamb who is exalted is the
one who was slain, and Peter is told that,
like his master, he will pay for his
commitment with his life. Even the psalm
alludes to the suffering that must be
endured by those who have chosen to be
faithful. This kind of steadfastness has
always been a persuasive
witness.renewed at Easter. The readings
of each Sunday concentrate on some
aspect gf this mystery. The central theme
O/I;his unday is newness of life in
Christ. This newness is not without its
historical context. It burst forth first in
the resurrection of Christ, and then
through the preaching of the first
Christians.
The readings testify that if we die with
Christ, we will appear with him in glory;
if we cast out the old yeast, we will be
fresh dough. And when this wondrous
transformation takes place, everything is
new, everything is fresh. To what
newness are we called? To what must we
die in order to rise transformed? What
old yeast of corruption must be cast out
in order that we might be fresh dough? At
Easter we renew our baptismal vows.
What is it that we really renounce? Ours
is a world of violence, of prejudice, of
indifference. Too often we harbour
feelings of anger and resentment, of
selfishness and disdain. Easter proclaims
that Christ has died and has risen; with
him we die to all of the wickedness in our
lives and in our world, and we set our
hearts on higher things, on sincerity and
on truth.

© Dianne Bergant CSS

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Our next programme for the Sacrament of
Confirmation for children in Year 3 and above
will commence with our parent information
evenings.

If you would like your child to

participate in our upcoming programme,
you will need to attend one of the following
information sessions:

Monday 2 May 2022 at 7pm at
Sacred Heart Church, Mona Vale
O0R

Wednesday 4 May 2022 at 7pm at
Maria Regina Church, Mona Vale

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be
celebrated in our parish on
in June 2022.
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BLOCKED DRAINS
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Personally, talk to Ann Wilson and her team at Wi EMERGENCY HOT WATER

GAS FITTING
Northern Beaches families in their time of need.

Family operated & 100% Australian owned

1800 99 5& 585

www.rapidreline.com.au | admin@brocksplumbing.com.au
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Mj 0403226699

Every Girl Everywhere. Period

For more information
call the Parish Office on 9157 0999
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LOCAL PEOPLE CARING FOR LOCAL FAMILIES

Our team live, work and play on the Beaches. We understand the local community and are here for you when you need us most.
Whether it’s to plan an immediate funeral for a loved one or plan ahead for your own with a prepaid funeral, we’re here to help.

ANN WILSON FUNERALS

Contact us to find out more.

844 Pittwater Road, Dee Why  Cnr Barrenjoey Road & Darley Street, Mona Vale
9971 4224 9979 5978

annwilsonfunerals.com.au
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JOHNSON BROS ;
Faneral Services
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Narrabeen www.peninsulafunerals.com.au

PITTWATER
PHARMACY Qe SR,

COMPOUNDING CHEMIST N %
4 w FLEET STREET
Ralph Papandrea MERCHANTS
Purveyors of B.PHARM (Hons) MSc. MPS
Specialty Coffee Len Papandrea
B.PHARM. MPS
Driven by a Saﬂ,::m',\‘n‘:,;ea 4
passion for e S g R Duane
community & B.PHARM. MPS PAUL BOTTERO “SN1 Hunter
quality. _ 8 Ll casmem
1755 Pittwater Road . : 9970 7220
Mona Vale NSW 2103 i i
L. 1771 Pittwater Road .
Award winning coffee Mona Vale 2103 Phone: 9999 3055 - M Followus on
beans available online Ph: 9999 3398 Fax: 9999 3910 Fax: 9999 3055 ;

www.coffeebros.com.au



