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Appendix 1: Pastoral Discernment Themes

Walking together

Guided by the Holy Spirit helping us discover and share the variety 
of gifts, charisms, and ministries of our communities.

 • In our community who are those who walk together with us?

 • Who are those in our community who are further apart? 

 • How are we called to grow as companions? 

 • What groups or individuals are left on the margins?

 • In which ways can we walk together and share our gifts, charisms and ministries within 
our community and beyond?

Listening

Having an open heart and mind to hear what others are saying. 

 • How is God speaking to us through voices we sometimes ignore? 

 • How are people listened to, especially women and young people? 

 • How well do we listen to those on the peripheries? 

 • What space is there for voice of minorities, especially people who have experience 
poverty, marginalization, or social exclusion?

 • How can we involve listening opportunities that include all those in our community and 
beyond? 

Sharing the Story 

Allowing all to express themselves, to be heard, 
and to speak with authentic courage

 • What enables or hinders speaking up courageously, candidly and responsibly in our 
community of the Central Coast and society? 

 • When and how do we manage to say what is important to us? 

 • How do we provide opportunities that allow others to share their story with us? 
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Participation in Mission 

An invitation to participate and journey together as 
pilgrims and missionary people of God. 

 • Since we are all missionary disciples, how is every baptized person called to participate 
in the mission of the Church to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with everyone on 
the Central Coast? 

 • What hinders the baptised in being active in mission? 

 • What areas of mission are we neglecting on the Central Coast? 

 • How does our community support members who serve our local community in  
various ways? 

 • How does our community help these members to live out their service on the Central 
Coast in a missionary way? 

 • How is discernment about missionary choices made and by whom? 

Dialogue with Others 

Dialogue requires perseverance and patience to enable mutual understanding 

 • To what extent do diverse peoples in our community on the Central Coast come together 
in dialogue?

 • What are the places and means to dialogue within our community?

 • How do we promote collaboration with religious communities, lay associations and 
movements, schools, CatholicCare, neighbouring dioceses, etc., in faithfulness to  
our mission?

 • What do we share and how do we journey together? 

 • What particular issues in our community and the Central Coast community do we need to 
pay more attention to? 

 • What experiences of dialogue and collaboration do we have with believers of other 
religions and with those who have no religious affiliation? 

 • How might we dialogue with and learn from other sectors of the Central Coast: the 
spheres of politics, economics, culture, civil society, and people who live in poverty?
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Moving Forward 

Allows for participation in mission, formation for all, 
and opportunities to engage in dialogue. 

 • What methods do we use in decision making to enable our community group to  
move forward?

 • How does our community form people to be more capable of “walking together,” listening 
to one another, participating in mission, and engaging in dialogue? 

 • How does our Church community identify its evangelisation objectives and the steps to 
achieving those objectives?


