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Witness to the Light

The eccentric-looking man we know as John the Baptistis presented in clear, sober language as a
witness to Christ, the Light: 'There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light' (John 1:6-7). John was a powerful preacher of influence.
In fact, the Jewish authorities sent investigators to ask him if he was the Messiah. John's denial was
clear and precise. John's extraordinary gifts were harnessed for one purpose only: to withess to Jesus
Christ as the revelation of God. Now we are called to follow John’s example and witness to Jesus in
our day-to-day actions, here and now.

God'’s Word Br Julian McDonald CFC

Catholic Mission Appeal This Weekend

MISSIONARIES OF This World Mission Month we invite you to extend your generosity to assist

H , PE the vital work of the Catholic Church. Your support can make a significant

. difference to the lives of many, offering hope.

/s 'Wr“r/ Featured this year are women in Zambia, who must choose between feeding
= ; their children or selling their crops to survive. Sr Jane (pictured) provides
training and support to help them achieve sustainable farming.

Our Parish Appealis being held this weekend 17/18 January.
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Baptism of the Spirit

Last Sunday we celebrated the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord. This Sunday's readings articulate the
role of every Baptised Christian in this world. The Gospel makes a distinction between the Baptism of
John with water and the Baptism of Jesus with the Holy Spirit. The first indicates cleansing of past sins;
the second established a new life in the Holy Spirit. While Jesus was accepting the Baptism of water,
he inaugurated the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit descended upon him like a dove.

John presents Jesus as the Son of God, the "Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world." Itis
with the acceptance of this that the Baptised Christian becomes a sharer in the Spirit conferred on
Jesus by the Father.

Most of us were infants at the time of our Baptism. We did not know what the Lord had done for us. But
our parents and our Godparents were tasked with the responsibility of raising us as Christians and
imparting on us the basic tenets of our faith. We have since received instructions about our faith in
preparation for receiving the sacraments of Confirmation, Reconciliation, and the Eucharist. We

wonder, therefore, why so many are stillignorant about their faith and hardly know who the Lord is in
their lives.

Christ gave us the power to become children of God (Jn 7:12). Our consecration to the Lord implies a
responsibility to witness to our faith in our family, neighbourhood, town, or city.

John the Baptist presents Jesus to the world. After this he is willing to fade into the shadows. In the
same vein, Andrew brings his brother Simon Peter to Jesus, and Philip calls Nathanael to follow the
Lord. We are likewise called to a deep commitment to bring the Andrews, Peters, and Philips to Christ.

God'’s Word Frs Robert D’Souza & Gil Alinsangan SSP
Stunned into Silence

We shall wonder at how close God was to us during our lifetime, and we shall be stunned into
awesome silence when we see how much we have done or neglected to do, to Jesus in our neighbour.
We will understand what marvels of grace were wrought by His purifying silence.

Mother Angelica

Rebirth of Baptism

On the day of our Baptism, we received the greatest gift God can bestow on any man or woman. No
other honour, no other distinction will equal its value. For we were freed from sin and incorporated
into ChristJesus and his Body, the Church.

Baptism is not simply a seal of conversion, a kind of external sign.... Rather, it is the sacrament which
signifies and effects rebirth from the Spirit, establishes real and unbreakable bonds with the Blessed
Trinity, and makes us members of the Body of Christ, which is the Church.

In My Own Words St John Paul ll

Masses: Saturday Vigil5pm | Sunday 8am & 9:30am | Reynolds Court 11am | Maronite Mass 5pm
Weekday Masses: Monday Communion Service 9am | Tuesday - Thursday 9am | Friday 11:45am
Saturday 9am | Reynolds Court Wednesday 10am

Reconciliations: Saturdays 9:30am - 10am | 4pm - 4:30pm Liturgy of the Hours: Saturday 8:40am
Rosary: Monday-Thursday 8:35am | Friday 11:20am | Saturday 9:30am

Holy Souls Crusade Prayer Group: Tuesday 9:30am Cenacle Prayer Group: Wednesday 9:30am
Christian Meditation Group: Friday 10:30am -11:30am Reynolds Room
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Welcome Visitors!

A very warm welcome to anyone visiting our parish this Christmas Holidays. Itis good to have you
with us. Our parish family wishes everyone the blessings of the Season, for your time at The
Entrance. If you have any queries please speak to Fr Brian, Deacon Paul or Deacon Tony after the
Masses, or call the parish office on 4332 2216 during office hours.

Parish Morning Teas

Our Sunday parish morning teas have long served as a wonderful opportunity for parishioners to
connect with family and friends after the 9:30am Mass. These gatherings have historically received
strong support and involvement from our Family Groups. With a decline in participation from these
groups due to health and other reasons, we would like to extend an invitation to all parishioners to
consider joining a new parish ministry in forming a Hospitality Team. This team would assistin
hosting our Sunday morning teas on a roster basis and has the potential to expand into other parish
events in the future if interest arises.

The essence of our Sunday morning teas is to foster community spirit and share cherished stories
over a cup of tea and a light snack, be it a cake or biscuits. We kindly encourage attendees to bring
a plate of treats to share. To keep things simple, we will refrain from serving hot foods, maintaining
the intention of morning tea as a casual gathering with refreshments.

If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of this ministry, we invite you to reach
out to our parish office for additionalinformation. Let us strive to work together as we build a
community that serves as a beacon of Faith, Hope and Love. Call us on 4332 2216.

Children’s Liturgy Helpers Needed

We are seeking helpers to join a team for the Children’s Liturgy during our 5pm Masses on Saturdays
throughout the school terms, hopefully starting in February, provided we have enough leaders.

The Liturgy will be in the back of the Parents’ Room, where children can sit on the carpeted area and
enjoy stories and activities. We aim to create a roster, so no one person leads every week.

A Working With Children Check (WWCC) is required, and we’re happy to help with the application
process if you don’t already have one. Material and resources will be provided each week.

If you’re interested or would like more information, please contact Colleen Smith in the parish office
or chat with Fr Brian or Fr Rosan. Thank you for considering this wonderful opportunity!

Seaside Youth Group 2026

Seaside Youth Group is back for the new year. We are a youth group made by
youth, for youth! A space for young people to connect with friends and faith.
We welcome youth in School Years 5-12. Our first dates for the year are "9“"")"15-1“"
14 February, 14 March, 9 May and 13 June. These are the second Saturdays
of the month excluding school holidays. We gather after the 5pm Vigil Mass

in the upstairs Upper Room until 8pm. Newcomers are always welcome —
you can bring a friend! Any questions call 4332 2216.
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2"d Sunday in Ordinary Time Isaiah49:3,5-6 | 1 Corinthians1:1-3 | John 1:29-34
Entrance Antiphon: All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to
your name, O Most High!

Responsorial Psalm: Here | am Lord; | come to do your will.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. He enabled
those who accepted him to become the children of God. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: You have prepared a table before me, and how precious is the chalice that
quenches my thirst.
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Please Note

Welcome!
At our Masses this weekend we have the Reception of the Byrom and Jones Families whose childreb
are being Baptised in the near future.

Feast Days this Week
St Agnes 21 January, St Francis de Sales 24 January.

Parish Morning Tea
Our first Parish Morning Tea this year will be held on Sunday 8 February after the 9:30am Mass. All
are invited to come along to the Parish Centre for a lovely cup of tea, biscuit and chat!

Low Gluten Hosts
Please see one of the Priests before Mass if you are a coeliac.

Offertory Procession
Children are encouraged to take part in the Offertory Procession. Come to the Offertory table when
invited by the Acolytes.

Bus to Mass on Sundays

If you know someone in our parish who would like a lift to 9:30am Mass on Sunday mornings, please
let them know we have a parish bus available. Ring 4332 2216 during office hours to book.
Franciscan Food Drive

The Secular Franciscans of our parish are collecting donations of non-perishable items for
distribution to the needy via the Benevolent Society Hub at The Entrance Community Centre.
Donations such as tinned foods, long-life milk, tea, coffee, shampoo etc may be left in the baskets
at the Church doors. Thank you for your support!

Book Stall

There will be a book stall in the courtyard this weekend. Everyone is welcome to take a book. Coin
donations may be left for the Mary’s Meals programme, which supplies meals to needy children at
schools in Australia and across the poorest communities of the world.

Keep Us in Your Prayers

Recently Deceased: Fr Gregory Leonidas OSB, Jeanette Douglas, Andrew Osborne, Peter North,
Kevin Kelleher.

Anniversaries: Mario Cauchi (15t), Heather Gardiner, Rita & Barbara Malone.

Remembrances: Jill O’Sullivan, Arthur Vella, Margaret Pizzuto, Sam & Carmen Ghirxi, Martin Ghirxi,
John Giutronich, Delma Clarke, Richard Falzon, Nona Redman, Graham Henneberry, Simon Butcher,
Michael Langley, Petar Lerotic and all the Holy Souls in Purgatory.

Sick: Lynne White, Fr Geoff Bugden, Fr Brogan, Julie Fletcher, Walter Knoke, Pat McCudden, Linda
Read, Rod Slater, Pam Elliott, Janine Harpley, Patrick Yeo, Stjepan Tuka, Pauline Fowler, Anne Knoke,
John McClement, Emma Horton, Kelly Will.

Welcome Newly Baptised: Sofia Toms, Georgia Davis, Lucas Griffiths, Aura, Landen & Koby Wells.

] Our Lady of the Rosary Welcomel!

We open on Saturdays before and after the 5pm Vigil

S a C re d Mass and Sundays before and after the 9:30am Mass.
° Also weekdays by appointment.
G Ifts You’llfind us in the foyer of the Church.

\ \ 4332 2216
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