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Seeking the One
We can identify with the Magi because we, like them, are searchers. We don't have all the answers. 
We have questions about our faith and about the big issues in life like sickness, war, natural 
disasters, recession and death. We are terrified by modern-day, power-hungry Herods. We wonder 
how a loving God can seemingly allow evil and hatred to flourish. Yet we can take comfort from the 
example of the Magi who did not search alone but found support in one another. We too find support 
and encouragement in the people who join us in our churches and communities week in and week 
out. With them, we listen, pray and search, and from them we get encouragement and comfort. Like 
them, we have the light of Christ to guide us. Just as the Magi finally found the one for whom they 
were searching, so, too, will we.
God’s Word Br Julian McDonald CFC

Catholic Mission Appeal
This World Mission Month we invite you to extend your generosity to help 
enhance the vital work of the Catholic Church. Your support can make a 
significant difference to the lives of many, offering hope. 
Featured this year are women in Zambia, who must choose between feeding 
their children or selling their crops to survive. Sr Jane provides training and 
support to help them achieve sustainable farming. 
Our Parish Appeal will be held on the weekend of 17/18 January.
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No Satnav!

Masses:  Saturday Vigil 5pm  |  Sunday 8am & 9:30am  |  Reynolds Court 11am  |  Maronite Mass 5pm
Weekday Masses:  Monday Communion Service 9am  |  Tuesday - Thursday 9am  |  Friday 11:45am   
Saturday 9am  |  Reynolds Court Wednesday 10am
Reconciliations:  Saturdays 9:30am - 10am |  4pm - 4:30pm   Liturgy of the Hours:  Saturday 8:40am 
Rosary:   Monday-Thursday 8:35am  |  Friday 11:20am  |   Saturday 9:30am
Holy Souls Crusade Prayer Group:  Tuesday 9:30am  Cenacle Prayer Group:  Wednesday 9:30am
Christian Meditation Group:  Friday 10:30am -11:30am Reynolds Room

However did we manage in the days before satnav? Spreading a road map to plan a journey could be 
fun: re-folding it proved more problematic! It was unsafe to drive and map-read simultaneously, so the 
passenger became the navigator. With the map on their lap, they would scan for landmarks, giving 
timely – or not so timely – directions. Travelling north-south might involve reading the map upside 
down. People often lost their way. Many journey were paused while the driver pulled in to ask 
directions. Now, GPS does all the work. Satellites orbit the Earth, sending signals to receivers on the 
ground. Mobile phones can precisely pinpoint our location and offer helpful voice prompts to guide us 
to our destination. It is still possible to get lost, of course, because human beings do not always pay 
attention. How irritating it can be when a know-it-all voice says, “Turn around when possible”!
There is nothing new about steering a course using objects in space. Human beings have always 
navigated using the sun, moon and stars. Ancient peoples observed their movement across the 
heavens and used that knowledge to travel astonishing distances across uncharted tracts of ocean 
and desert. Stars were more than navigational aids. Ancient peoples saw them as a guide to human 
destiny. Astronomical events received serious attention, such as when an unusually bright star 
appeared at the time of Christ’s birth. Scholars knew their Hebrew scriptures. The Torah had spoken of 
the rise of a new dynasty: “Behold, a star shall come out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall arise out of 
Israel.” The prophets foretold that all nations would come under its sway. No wonder neighbouring 
states were eager to establish diplomatic ties with this ascending power. 
Today’s Gospel tells of one such mission: emissaries from the East who travelled to Jerusalem 
demanding, “Where is the child born King of the Jews?” Having lost sight of their guiding star, they had 
wrongly assumed that a divinely favoured king was most likely to be found in a palace. People still 
hope to find what they are searching for amidst sumptuous surroundings. The Wise Men realised their 
mistake, and when the star appeared again, they made sure to follow it, even when it came to rest over 
the lowliest dwelling there could be. 
The Wise Men had reached their true destination, and it is only when we entrust our lives to the Infant 
King that we will reach ours. A voice within may have been saying: “Turn around when possible.”
For the road to Bethlehem can be a meandering one. People lose their way, only to find it again. 
However long it takes, Jesus will always be there, waiting for us to come to him.
No doubt these eastern dignitaries presented a strange sight as they peered into the gloom of the 
stable, stooping to enter in all their finery. For them, this had turned out to be a life-changing quest. 
No one who seeks Jesus can expect to return home quite the same as they set out. Faith is more than 
finding someone to believe in: it is a journey of transformation. The Wise Men challenge us to place 
our hands in the hand of God, to step into the unknown, to open our mind to possibility and our heart 
to conversion. They inspire us, these ancient stargazers, to experience the world in a more attentive, 
wondering way. 
As another new year begins, we may ask ourselves: what kind of king do we seek? In Herod, the Wise 
Men encountered manipulative egocentric power; in the infant Jesus, they found a baby on a bed of 
straw. Where our Saviour feels at home is not always the kind of place we might expect to find him – 
but it is with Jesus that the wise leave their gifts.
Sunday Living Word Majellan Family Media

Stunned into Silence

We shall wonder at how close God was to us during our lifetime, and we shall be stunned into 
awesome silence when we see how much we have done or neglected to do, to Jesus in our neighbour. 
We will understand what marvels of grace were wrought by His purifying silence.
Mother Angelica



Welcome Visitors!

The Epiphany of the Lord Isaiah 60:1-6    |    Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6    |     Matthew 2:1-12
Entrance Antiphon:  Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power 
and dominion.
Responsorial Psalm:  Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the East; and have come to adore the 
Lord. Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon:  We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

Every month Pope Leo entrusts his Worldwide Prayer Network with prayer intentions that express 
his great concerns for humanity and for the mission of the Church. His monthly prayer intention is a 
global summons to transform our prayers into “concrete actions”; it is a compass for the mission.
It summarises his action plan to mobilise us each month, through prayer and action, for a 
proposition that invites us to build a more humane and caring world.
These prayer intentions are the product of a long process of discernment within the Church, in 
various countries around the world, encompassing proposals from various dicasteries, 
congregations and services of the Holy See. When the process concludes, after several months, 
the Pope, having received the proposals, takes time to pray and discern with regard to the 
challenges facing humanity and the mission of the Church. He then entrusts his twelve prayer 
intentions to all the faithful. They are guidelines for our life and mission.
Pope Leo’s Intention for January:
For prayer with the Word of God.
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in 
our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.
https://www.praywiththepope.net/popes-intentions/

The Pope’s Prayer Intentions

A very warm welcome to anyone visiting our parish this Christmas Season. It is good to have you 
with us. Our parish family wishes everyone a happy and holy Christmas, with the blessing of the 
Season, for your time at The Entrance. If you have any queries during the Christmas break please 
speak to Fr Brian, Fr Rosan, Deacon Paul or Deacon Tony after the Masses.

Coming Soon – OLR Children’s Liturgy!

Bequests
Have you ever thought of remembering OLR parish in your Will? While we have a great deal of assets 
here in the parish including Lakesea Apartments, we now must begin a series of loans as we pay out 
those in Lakesea when they terminate their Loan Licence agreements. Your generosity would enable 
us to pay off this loan and equally importantly enable us to continue to best serve the needs of all in 
our parish community now and into the future.  Geoff O’Reilly, a Solicitor on our Parish Finance 
Committee (Nash, Allen, Williams & Wotton 4332 3588), has generously agreed to provide a Free 
Will to those bequeathing $10,000 or more to our parish. 

Starting next month, on Saturday 7 February, during the 5pm Vigil Mass, Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word will be available for all children in the Family Room at the back of the Church. Children’s 
Liturgy is when the children leave the congregation to celebrate and reflect on the Sunday Gospel 
reading in an age appropriate way. The children are led through prayers, songs and readings that 
are adapted to their level of understanding. For enquiries call 4332 2216.



Happy New Year to All!
We wish you all a wonder-filled New Year! 

We open on Saturdays before and after the 5pm Vigil 
Mass and Sundays before and after the 9:30am Mass. 

Also weekdays by appointment. 
You’ll find us in the foyer of the Church.

Keep Us in Your Prayers
Recently Deceased:  Kevin Kelaher, Adam Smyth, Steve Ojurovic.
Remembrances:  Jill O’Sullivan, Arthur Vella, Margaret Pizzuto, Sam & Carmen Ghirxi, Martin Ghirxi, 
John Giutronich, Mario Cauchi, Delma Clarke, Richard Falzon, Nona Redman, Joe Bond, Frank & 
George Grech, Carolyn Finch, Simon Butcher, Michael Langley and all the Holy Souls in Purgatory.
Families:  Borg, Marmara, Zammit, Grima, Xeureb, Grech, Zahra, Grima, Cassar, Sciberras, 
Camilleri, Falzon & Patterson. 
Sick: Lynne White, Fr Geoff Bugden, Fr Brogan, Julie Fletcher, Lynette Falken, Walter Knoke, 
Linda Read, Pat McCudden, Rod Slater, Pam Elliott, Janine Harpley, Patrick Yeo, Stjepan Tuka, 
Pauline Fowler, Anne Knoke, John McClement, Emma Horton, Kelly Will. 

Fr Rosan on Annual Leave
This month Fr Rosan will be away from 4 January till 6 February. We wish him well on his return to 
India and his family for his annual leave.
Communion Under Both Kinds
Those wishing to receive the Chalice need to line up on the left-hand aisle for the Host then go to the 
left to receive the Chalice. As is the Church custom the minister will give you the Chalice to 
consume a small amount of the Precious Blood and then you will hand it back to the minister. 
N.B. After the minister says ‘The Body of Christ’, or ‘The Blood of Christ’ we reply with: ‘Amen’.
Low Gluten Hosts
Please see one of the Priests before Mass if you are a coeliac.
Offertory Procession
Children are encouraged to take part in the Offertory Procession. Come to the Offertory table when 
invited by the Acolytes.
Car Park Closure
Please be aware the carpark gates are locked after the Saturday and Sunday morning services and 
are not opened again until the evening service.
On Holidays
Anointing of the Sick, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Nursing Home Masses, First Friday 
Cuppa, Men’s Group and Franciscan meetings are not held in January. They will resume in February.
Bus to Mass on Sundays
If you know someone in our parish who would like a lift to 9:30am Mass on Sunday mornings, please 
let them know we have a parish bus available. Ring 4332 2216 during office hours to book.
The Catholic Weekly
On sale on the entry tables. $2 to the poor box please.
Theft Warning
Due to past incidents of theft we recommend you keep your handbag and personal effects in front 
of you in the pews, and on you when processing to Communion.

Please Note

4332 2216
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