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Happy New Year to All!

You might still have Christmas presents lying around the house when you first get asked the classic
late December social inquiry, “What are your plans for New Year’s?” Our mind immediately goes
toward our calendar, parties we might attend, or ways we may ring in the new year comfortably and
quietly at home.

The sacred may not overtly have a role in most New Year’s Eve festivities, but inviting God to enter
more deeply into your life is beneficial on any given day. God is indeed present with us as we celebrate
the new year, as he is in all days. And given that it is a time of refreshment, recommitment and
renewal, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day can be an especially important time in our prayer lives.

https://hallow.com/blog/new-years-prayers/

A Faithful Family

The Holy Family is an incredible model of love. Joseph, at first struggling with Mary’s pregnancy, finds
the grace to accept the truth, and leads his family to safety in Egypt. He demonstrates his faithfulness
to God and to Mary, and is a model to us all. Mary plays a background role in today’s Gospel. We can
only surmise that she demonstrates her trust in Joseph and the Lord as she flees to safety with her
family in the middle of the night. As a new mother, she is a model of faith, strength and resilience.
Jesus, a model of humility, submits in obedience to his parents even though he is God incarnate. He
too demonstrates his faith in his heavenly Father through his obedient sonship. It cannot have been
an easy or “normal” family situation, but the three of them, committed in love of one another, become
a model for us in our families and as members of the wider family of God. (continued over page)
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A Faithful Family (continued)

Desmond Tutu once said “You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift to you, as you are unto
them.” Sometimes it might feel as though God has a funny idea about what gifts we might like, and
sometimes we might like the gift to come with a receipt so we can take it back to the shop for a refund.
However, there is no doubt that our family plays a huge part in forming who we become and how we
respond to the world around us. It doesn’t take much thought to see the different influences that
family has on somebody: the difference between an only child and a child of multiple siblings; the
difference between an eldest and a youngest child; the difference between a child from a traditional
“nuclear” family and one with numerous parents and step-parents.

Each of these different situations comes with strengths and weaknesses, challenges and joys.
Likewise, the differences are evident in a child from a family committed together in love, compared
to one that has broken apart and is filled with indifference. Family isn’t always easy, butitis
always formational.

It’s easy to hear today readings and reflections and imagine that all we need to do is “be nice to your
family,” as Jesus, Mary and Joseph are. This would be to miss the depth of encouragement and
challenge that the readings and this feast present to us.

Jesus, the living word of God, is spoken into a family and is formed within that family unit. Each of us,
no matter what our family situation looks like, has the capacity to bring God’s word of love and life into
being through our family. For some that sounds like more of a challenge than for others, but for those
who think that sounds easy, there is more. Through uniting with Jesus, our family expands, and we
have more brothers and sisters from whom we can learn, by whom we can be guided, and to care for
and nurture. We can ask ourselves: “Would | respond differently for members of my ‘actual’ family in
need, than | would for those of my ‘spiritual’ family in need?” If the answer is yes, what does that say
about how | see my place within God’s family? And if that wasn’t enough, St Francis of Assisi
challenges us to see creation as our family too. It supports us and requires our love and attention.

The Good News of our faith is profoundly challenging and cannot be met with our own strength. We
are called to love those who are not in our family. We are called to love deeply and with every breath
we have. Thankfully, we have the Holy Spirit to inspire us, guide us and provide for us, and we have an
incredible family around us to challenge and support us. We are, each of us, called to bring the Word
of God into life in and through our family. This way the kingdom of God is proclaimed in our world and
the whole of creation can be united in love with the Trinity, the most perfect model of family.

Sunday Living Word Majellan Family Media

To Imitate

In Jesus, Mary and Joseph —the Holy Family of Nazareth —we have a beautiful example for us to
imitate. What did they do? Joseph was a humble carpenterin order to support Jesus and Mary,
providing their food and clothes —whatever they needed. Mary, the mother, also had a humble task —
that of housewife with a son and a husband to take care of. As the Son was growing up, Mary would
worry that he would “feel at home” in the house with her and Joseph. It was a home where
tenderness, understanding and mutual respect abounded. A wonderful example to imitate.

In My Own Words Mother Teresa
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Welcome Visitors!

A very warm welcome to anyone visiting our parish this Christmas Season. It is good to have you

with us. Our parish family wishes everyone a happy and holy Christmas, with the blessing of the

Season, for your time at The Entrance. If you have any queries during the Christmas break please
speak to Fr Brian, Fr Rosan, Deacon Paul or Deacon Tony after the Masses.

Thank You to All for a Beautiful Christmas

Every year we all come together to celebrate in a special way, Christmas at The Entrance Parish.
We have so many who contribute their time and energy during this busy and beautiful Season, that
itis impossible to name you all. From Acolytes and Senior Servers, Choir to Bus Drivers and
hospitality hosts, you all do an amazing job! Thank you for your generosity — we are very blessed!

Welcome Fr John McSweeney

Fr John will be celebrating Mass for us after Christmas, while trading places with Fr Brian, who will
be staying in Katoomba. We appreciate our Priests as they work tirelessly, especially at this time of
year, in the vineyard of the Lord, wherever that may be.

KidsClub Christmas Celebration

The children enjoyed a wonderful celebration of the birth of Jesus for the final KidsClub this year.
Also celebrated was the contribution of co-founder of KidsClub, Alicia Klein-Schiphorst, who will be
more involved with Seaside Youth Group in future, as her children are all now in high school and
beyond! Thank you for your dedication since 2018 Alicia, you have done fabulous work for the
children of our parish. Next year Alison Meilak will continue with KidsClub and will be joined by
Jenny Grindell-Krufin running the Club — more volunteers always welcome! Thank you all!

Children’s Liturgy is Coming Soon!

We are very excited to announce that, starting early in 2026, Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be
held in the Family Room at the back of the Church. The children at the 5pm Vigil Mass will be invited
to join in prayer, song and readings that are adapted to their level of understanding. For all
enquiries call the parish office on 4332 2216.

Bequests

Have you ever thought of remembering OLR parish in your Will? While we have a great deal of assets
here in the parish including Lakesea Apartments, we now must begin a series of loans as we pay out
those in Lakesea when they terminate their Loan Licence agreements. Your generosity would enable
us to pay off this loan and equally importantly, enable us to continue to best serve the needs of allin
our parish community now and into the future. Geoff O’Reilly, a Solicitor on our Parish Finance
Committee (Nash, Allen, Williams & Wotton 4332 3588), has generously agreed to provide a Free
Will to those bequeathing $10,000 or more to our parish.

The Holy Family Ecc 3:2-6,12-14 | Col3:12-21 | Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
Entrance Antiphon: The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in
a manger.

Responsorial Psalm: Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the fullness of his
message live within you. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.
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Please Note

Feast Days this Week

Mary, Mother of God 1 January, Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 2 January, The Holy Name
of Jesus 3 January.

Communion Under Both Kinds

Those wishing to receive the Chalice need to line up on the left-hand aisle for the Host then go to the
left to receive the Chalice. As is the Church custom the minister will give you the Chalice to
consume a small amount of the Precious Blood and then you will hand it back to the minister.

N.B. After the minister says ‘The Body of Christ’, or ‘The Blood of Christ’ we reply with: ‘Amen’.

Office Closed

The Parish Office and OLR Sacred Gifts are closed until 5 January. See you in the New Year!

On Holidays

Anointing of the Sick, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, First Friday Cuppa, Men’s Group and
Franciscan meetings are not held in January. They will resume in February.

Car Park Closure

Please be aware the carpark gates are locked after the Saturday and Sunday morning services and
are not opened again until the evening service.

Bus to Mass on Sundays

If you know someone in our parish who would like a lift to 9:30am Mass on Sunday mornings, please
let them know we have a parish bus available. Ring 4332 2216 during office hours to book.

The Catholic Weekly

On sale on the entry tables. $2 to the poor box please.

CatholicCare is a Registered Support Coordinator for NDIS

When you have a NDIS plan you can choose the providers that you want. However, it can be a bit
tricky getting things organised. That’s where Support Coordination can help to connect you to
mainstream and specialist services that are funded under your plan. Support Coordination is
allocated as part of a funded plan. We can supportyou to get the most out of your plan and help you
understand how your plan works. For more information call CatholicCare on 1800 324 924.

Keep Us in Your Prayers

Recently Deceased: Adam Smyth, Steve Ojurovic, Vera Benotic, Christopher Ryan, Elizabeth
Turner, Sue Rowan.

Remembrances: Jill O’Sullivan, Arthur Vella, Margaret Pizzuto, Sam & Carmen Ghirxi, Martin Ghirxi,
John Giutronich, Mario Cauchi, Delma Clarke, Richard Falzon, Nona Redman, Bill Martin and all the
Holy Souls.

Sick: Lynne White, Fr Geoff Bugden, Fr Brogan, Julie Fletcher, Lynette Falken, Walter Knoke,

Linda Read, Pat McCudden, Rod Slater, Pam Elliott, Janine Harpley, Patrick Yeo, Stjepan Tuka,
Pauline Fowler, Anne Knoke, John McClement, Emma Horton, Kelly Will.

S d We wish you all a wonder-filled New Year!
a c re We open on Saturdays before and after the 5pm Vigil
G ifts Mass and Sundays before and after the 9:30am Mass.
Also weekdays by appointment.

4332 221 6 You’ll find us in the foyer of the Church.

‘Our Lady of the Rosary Happy New Year to All!
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