


As the Diocese of Broken Bay, we are united with the Holy Father and the Catholic Bishops
of Australia in this stance of prayerful solidarity. As leaders of parish communities, let us
continue to be proactive in calling our people to pray for peace.

May | also commend to you for use in your parish the attached three-step response in
relation to the Gaza conflict that was endorsed at last week’s meeting of the Diocesan
Commission for Interfaith Relations. Using a similar three-step approach, a response to the
Iraq crisis is also being prepared.

Yours in Christ

\ K

Fr Vincent R Cagey
Diocesan Administrator






Essentially this document is an appeal to religious groups and personnel to
appreciate the complexity of the issues involved in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and, in drawing on one’s religious tradition, to speak/act with great care in the
service of peace.

It underlines the importance of defining terms and avoiding one-dimensional
rhetoric that demonises the ‘other’, promoting fear and insecurity which poisons
the conversation space and ultimately undermines the peace process.

For instance, the ICCJ paper outlines the diverse understandings (and
misunderstandings) associated with use of the terms ‘Israel,” ‘Holy Land,
‘Zionism,” and ‘prophecy’ (see pp.8-12).

The paper also urges against “a binary way of thinking that insists that people must
be either 'pro-Palestinian’ or 'pro-Israel'. We espouse a 'pro-people’ vision that is
both pro-Israeli and pro-Palestinian, precisely because dialogue demands that
multiple narratives be heard.”

On a difficult and complicated subject, the ICCJ raises important points to
stimulate our own reflections.

A prayer for peace

God of peace. Source of shalom, salaam.

Knowing how so many innocents suffer, we cry out to you!

Show us the right way to bring peace to our conflicted world.

Spread your shelter of peace over the whole human family.

Make us instruments of your peace.

Where there is hatred let us sow love; where there is enmity, compassion.
Teach us to listen and listen until the deepest fears of the ‘other’ are heard.
May we never divide peoples by our prayers,

but hold them together in our hearts.

Allahumma anta as-salam wa-minka as-salam. [Arabic]
O God, you are peace and peace is from you.

Adon hashalom barchenu bashalom, amen. [Hebrew]
Source of peace, bless us with peace, amen.



