
Catholic Parish of Lower North Shore 
Serving the communities of 

St Leonard’s Naremburn, St Philip Neri Northbridge , St Thomas’ Willoughby 
Twinned with the Parish of Letefoho, Timor Leste  

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A - 15th JANUARY 2023 

We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather, the Cammeraygal and the Wallumedegal 
peoples, who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual 

attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this Country and commit ourselves to the 
ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 
Ours is an historical religion.  It not only unfolds within the joys and disappointments of time and place, but it 
is rooted in actual events that took place in the lives of real people.  The Christ to whom we commit ourselves 
is not a mythic character, a figment of communal religious imagination.  He is someone who was born into 
history, at a specific period of time, in a particular place.  He was known by real people like John the Baptist; 
he submitted himself to historical rituals like baptism.  He had followers who testified to the truth of both his 
existence and his life.  Jesus was a man of history. 

Like Paul, we too have been called to be apostles.  We received this call when we were baptised.  The 
beginning of the year, with its custom of making new resolutions, is a wonderful time to remember to what we 
have committed ourselves.  At times it seems that our own apostleship is no less daunting than was Paul’s.  
However, it is no less immediate either.  Whether the period of history is the first half of the first century, as 
was the time of Jesus, or the second half, as was the time of Paul, or the twenty-first century, as is our time, 
salvation unfolds within the events of time.  Furthermore, the followers of Jesus always return to the events of 
his life in order to discover the meaning of the events in their lives.  These past events are reinterpreted in the 
ongoing present.  Discipleship is never otherworldly.  

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

Join us for a World Youth Day BBQ Fundraiser This weekend! 
We will be cooking up a storm on Sunday 15th January after the 6pm Mass at St 

Leonard’s. Stop by for a sausage sizzle and meet the pilgrims!                                                                
Donations towards our  pilgrimage are warmly appreciated.  

For more information, please contact Adeline Kassis via the Parish Office.  
 

Cardinal George Pell 

With the death of Cardinal George Pell in Rome the Vicar General of Broken Bay 
Diocese, Very Rev Dr David Ranson has written a pastoral letter to the people of 

Brocken Bay Diocese.  
There will be copies of the letter available for you to read in each church this 

weekend.  
There is also an invitation to attend the Memorial Mass for Cardinal George Pell 

which will be held Monday 16th January 6pm at Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral, Waitara.   

Please see the notice board in each church for more details.  



Entrance Antiphon 
Ps 65:4 
All the earth shall bow down  
before you, O God, and shall 
sing to you, shall sing to your  
name, O Most High! 
 

First Reading 
Is 49:3. 5-6 

A reading from the prophet 
Isaiah 

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my 
servant, Israel, in whom I shall be 
glorified’; I was honoured in the 
eyes of the Lord, my God was my 
strength. And now the Lord has 
spoken, he who formed me in the 
womb to be his servant, to 
bring Jacob back to him, to 
gather Israel to him:  

‘It is not enough for you to be my 
servant, to restore the tribes 
of Jacob and bring back the 
survivors of Israel; I will make you 
the light of the nations so that my 
salvation may reach to the ends 
of the earth.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 
 Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. vv.8. 9. 
 
(R.) Here I am, Lord; 
       I come to do your will. 

 
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my 
mouth, praise of our God. (R.) 
 
2. You do not ask for sacrifice and 
offerings, but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and 
victim. 
Instead, here am I. (R.) 

3. In the scroll of the book it 
stands written that I should do 
your will. My God, I delight in 
your law in the depth of my 
heart. (R.) 
 
4. Your justice I have proclaimed 

in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
1 Cor 1:1-3 
A reading from the first letter 
of St Paul to the Corinthians 

I, Paul, appointed by God to be 
an apostle, together with 
brother Sosthenes, send 
greetings to the church of God 
in Corinth, to the holy people of 
Jesus Christ, who are called to 
take their place among all the 
saints everywhere who pray to 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is 
their Lord no less than ours. May 
God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ send you grace and 
peace. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Jn 1:14. 12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word of God became flesh  
and dwelt among us. 
He enabled those who accepted  
Him to become the children of  
God. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel 
Jn 1:29-34 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John 

Seeing Jesus coming towards 
him, John said, ‘Look, there is the 
lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world. This is the one I 
spoke of when I said: A man is 
coming after me who ranks 
before me because he existed 
before me. I did not know him 
myself, and yet it was to reveal 
him to Israel that I came baptising 
with water.’ John also declared, ‘I 
saw the Spirit coming down on 
him from heaven like a dove and 
resting on him. I did not know 
him myself, but he who sent me 
to baptise with water had said to 

me, “The man on whom you see 
the Spirit come down and rest is 
the one who is going to baptise 
with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have 
seen and I am the witness that he 
is the Chosen One of God.’ 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS… 
Recently Deceased: Boso Kevric and Phornie Soteros, David and Jamie Bugeja  

Anniversaries:  Angela Ryan, Giovanni & Rosa Squadrito 
The Sick:  Franny Fisher, Albert Hodges      

WILLOUGHBY ANTIOCH 40 
YEARS 

Willoughby Antioch 40 years        
Reunion. Spread the word.  
When: 21st January 2023  

Where: St Thomas’ Willoughby.  
Info: 

 willoughbyantioch@gmail.com 

Feast & Memorial Days This 
Week 

Tuesday—St Anthony, abbot 
Saturday—St Agnes  

Cuppa N’ Conversation  
We gather in the 

Front Room of the 
Parish Hall             

every Wednesday              
between 9.30am 
and 11.00am. All 

welcome.  Marie Harris               
0417 077 020 

Fr Chima’s Farewell Mass and      
morning tea  

When– Sunday 19th 
February  

Where– St Thomas’ 
Church  

Time– 9.30am  

Including Anointing of The Sick & 
Novena to the Sacred Heart 

January  
St Leonard’s 9am– Saturday 21st  



Parish Priest 
       Rev Fr Jose Philip OSH 
jose.philip@bbcatholic.org.au 
 

Assistant Priests 
Rev Fr Biju Mathew  
Rev Fr Chima Ofor 

 
 

RNSH Chaplain 
Rev Fr Peter Dowd 

 

Parish Office 
182 High St, Willoughby 

P: 9958 8846 
E: office@lns.org.au 

www.bbcatholic.org.au/lns 
 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Fri: 9:00am - 3:00pm 

 
Parish Secretary 

Ursula O’Hare 
Monday - Friday 

Dionne Sores 
Mon, Tue & Fri 

 
Director of Liturgical Music 

Lisa Lewis 
 

Catechist Co-ordinator 
Henny Theodorus 

 

Finance 
Ilona Dudek 

Tuesday Only 
 

St Leonard’s Church 
Cnr Donnelly & Willoughby Rds 

Naremburn 
 

St Philip Neri Church 
224 Sailors Bay Rd 

Northbridge 
 

St Thomas’ Church 
Cnr Horsley Ave & High St 

Willoughby 
 
 

St Philip Neri Primary School 
67 Baringa Rd, Northbridge 

Principal: Fiona Bylsma 
9958 7136  

 

St Thomas’ Primary School 
2 Horsley Ave, Willoughby 

Principal: Enrica Bova 
9958 7308    

 

For further informaƟon, please contact Henny at ccd@LNS.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

During Lent you are warmly invited to pause and reflect on The Beatitudes. 
These ‘sayings of Jesus’ provide us with a portrait of how to deepen our call to   
discipleship. These reflections offer time to gently deepen your spirituality in a 
comfortable and quiet seĴing where listening, open sharing and quiet reflection 

can take place. 
When: Wednesday mornings March 1,8,9,15 &22  

Where: St Thomas’ Parish Hall  
182 High St, Willoughby 
Time:  9.45am -11.15am  

Sign-up Sheets will placed in all Church Foyers from this weekend 
alternatively Please ring  
Parish Office 9958.8846   

Facilitator: Leonie Puckeridge 

Parish Discernment Discussions 
 

Session 1– St Philip Neri Hall  3pm on Sunday 26th February  

Session 2– St Thomas Hall  7pm on Tuesday 7th March  

Session 3-  St Leonard's Hall 7pm on Wednesday 15th March  

Facilitated by Deacon Peter  McCulloch        
The meetings are intended to determine a community response to the mission 
of our parish through inter-Parish cooperation allowing  parishioners to share 
and give their feedback on what is working well within our parish, where we 
are going and what dreams and goals we might have for our community.  It is 
our hope that a new  Parish Missionary  Council will spring forth from these   
discussions. If you are unable to attend on of the times proposed you are most 
welcome to submit your interest Via email to Fr Jose at:  
 jose.philip@bbcatholic.org.au   

We warmly welcome Fr Vincent Nguyen to our Lower 
North Shore Parish this week.  

Fr Vincent will commence his appointment here as our new Assistant 
Priest on the 19th January 2023. You might have the opportunity to 

say hello and welcome him at one of the Masses next weekend.           
Fr Vincent will then take some already planned leave back in his home 

country, Vietnam, for a few weeks.   



Nicholas Maurer J.P.  
0417 202 645 

of-

MASS/ SERVICE/ SCHEDULE ST THOMAS’  
WILLOUGHBY 

ST LEONARD’S 
NAREMBURN 

ST PHILIP NERI 
NORTHBRIDGE 

Sunday Masses 6pm Vigil Saturday 
8am & 9:30am Sunday 

10:30am & 6pm Sunday 5pm Vigil Saturday 
& 9am Sunday 

Weekday Masses 9am Mon  to  Sat 9am Tue -Thu - Sat 9:15am Mon - Wed - Fri 
Royal North Shore Hospital 

Chapel 
Weekday Mass 

Thursday & Friday 1pm 
Weekend Mass 

4pm Sunday 
 

ReconciliaƟon Saturday 5:15pm - 5:45pm  Saturday  9:30am - 9:45am  Saturday 4:45pm  

Youth Mass    1st & 3rd Sunday 

of the month at 6pm 
  

Children’s Liturgy During 9:30am Mass 
Each Sunday in school term. 

 9am Sunday dates to be 
advised for 2023 

Community Masses   Italian Mass- 1st Friday 
7pm 

PNGCCAA 1st Saturday 7pm 

  

Healing Mass/ AnoinƟng  
Novena to the Sacred Heart 

9am Mass 1st Friday 9am Mass 3rd Saturday    

AdoraƟon Tuesday aŌer  9am Mass  
ALL YEAR  

   

BapƟsms  11:00am 
2nd & 4th Sundays 

 12pm 
4th Sunday 

 12pm 
3rd Sunday 

BapƟsm Prep 
Parish Office 

2nd Tuesday of the month 
11am 

3rd Tuesday of the month 
7pm  

    

Catholic CharismaƟc 
Prayer Group CCCR 

St Thomas’ Parish Hall 
7:15pm Tuesday Evenings 

Enquiries 0419 977 531 

  

Legion of Mary Meets every Friday in the 
‘Blue Room’ at the Parish 
Hall 9:45am All Welcome 

  





 

 

         

 

As Administrator of the Diocese whilst Bishop Randazzo is on leave,  offer this small tribute from our Diocese of Broken 
Bay to the late Cardinal George Pell who passed away in Rome on   January 2023. 

 

 

 
 

 

Very Rev Dr David Ranson 

 
                        Caroline Chisholm Centre, PO Box 340, Pennant Hills NSW 1715, Australia Tel (+61 2) 8379 1614 • www.bbcatholic.org.au 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the meanƟme, a Memorial Mass will be offered at Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral Waitara at 6.00pm on Monday 
16 January, the day on which a funeral Mass for the late Cardinal will be celebrated in Rome. The faithful of the Dio-
cese are invited to join together in prayer for Cardinal Pell. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Very Rev Dr David Ranson Administrator of the 
Diocese 

In the  absence of Bishop Anthony Randazzo 

 

 

Very Rev Dr David Ranson 

 
                      Caroline Chisholm Centre, PO Box 340, Pennant Hills NSW 1715, Australia Tel (+61 2) 8379 1614 • www.bbcatholic.org.au 

 


