The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Year C - 26th Dec 2021

Liturgy of the Word

FIRST READING
Sir 3:2-6. 12-14
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Whoever fears the Lord honours his
parents.
The Lord honours the father in his
children, and upholds the rights of a
mother over her sons. Whoever
respects his father is atoning for his
sins, he who honours his mother is like
someone amassing a fortune.
Whoever respects his father will be
happy with children of his own,
he shall be heard on the day when he
prays. Long life comes to him who
honours his father, he who sets his
mother at ease is showing obedience
to the Lord. My son, support your
father in his old age, do not grieve him
during his life. Even if his mind should
fail, show him sympathy, do not
despise him in your health and
strength; for kindness to a father shall
not be forgotten but will serve as
reparation for your sins.
(R) Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1
(R.) Happy are those who fear the

Lord and walk in his ways.
1. O blessed are those who fear the
Lord and walk in his ways! By the
labour of your hands you shall
eat.You will be happy and
prosper. (R.)
2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. (R.)

what will please the Lord. Parents, never
drive your children to resentment or you
will make them feel frustrated.
(R) Thanks be to God
3. Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life. (R.)

GOSPEL Lk 2:41-52

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
His parents found him in the temple,
sitting among the learned men, listening
SECOND READING
to them.
Col 3:12-21
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go
A reading from the letter of St Paul to
to Jerusalem for the feast of
the Colossians
the Passover. When he was twelve years
Concerning the Christian life in the
old, they went up for the feast as usual.
world.
When they were on their way home after
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind
he loves you and you should be
in Jerusalem without his parents knowing
clothed in sincere compassion, in
it. They assumed he was with the
kindness and humility, gentleness and caravan, and it was only after a day’s
patience. Bear with one another;
journey that they went to look for him
forgive each other as soon as a
among their relations and acquaintances.
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven When they failed to find him they went
you; now you must do the same. Over back to Jerusalem looking for him
all these clothes, to keep them
everywhere. Three days later, they found
together and complete them, put on
him in the Temple, sitting among the
love. And may the peace of Christ
doctors, listening to them, and asking
reign in your hearts, because it is for
them questions; and all those who heard
this that you were called together as
him were astounded at his intelligence
parts of one body. Always be
and his replies. They were overcome
thankful.
when they saw him, and his mother said
to him, ‘My child, why have you done this
Let the message of Christ, in all its
richness, find a home with you. Teach to us? See how worried your father and I
each other, and advise each other, in have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why were
you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you
all wisdom. With gratitude in your
not know that I must be busy with my
hearts sing psalms and hymns and
Father’s affairs?’ But they did not
inspired songs to God; and never say
or do anything except in the name of understand what he meant.
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
He then went down with them and came
the Father through him.
to Nazareth and lived under their
authority. His mother stored up all these
Wives, give way to your husbands, as
things in her heart. And Jesus increased
you should in the Lord. Husbands,
in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with
love your wives and treat them with
God and men.
gentleness. Children, be obedient to
your parents always, because that is
(R) Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS…
Anniversaries:

George & Roma Scarf, Domenica Fieramosca, Brian & Eileen Woodward, James Dalley,
Evelyn Selwyn, Basil & Glickeria Soroszczuk, Salvatore & Santa Di Mauro & Salvatore & Giovanna Testa.
Repose of the Soul: Theo Mentcherian, Maria & Robert Sciarrone, Maria, Anthony & Robert Palise.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of
good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great
glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ,
Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb
of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of
the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you
alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was
buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again
from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

POURED INTO OUR HEARTS
A BLESSING – JAN RICHARDSON
Like a cup
like a chalice
like a basin
like a bowl
when the Spirit comes
let it find our heart
like this
shaped like something
that knows how to receive
what is given

that knows how to hold
what comes to fill
that knows how to gather itself
around what arrives as
unbidden
unsought
unmeasured
love.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
The Parish Office will be closed from
9am Friday 24th December until Tuesday
4th January 2021

MEMORIAL PLAQUES AT
ST THOMAS’ CHURCH
If you would like to purchase a
memorial plaque for a loved one,
please contact the Parish Office.

