
We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather, the Cammeraygal and the Wallumedegal peoples,  
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 

relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this Country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
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w  St .Thomas’ Primary School 
  2 Horsley Ave, Willoughby NSW 
 (02) 7256 2104  

 Principal: Enrica Bova 
   enrica.bova@dbb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

w  St. Philip Neri Primary School 
 67 Baringa Rd, Northbridge NSW 
 (02) 9958 7136  

 Principal: Fiona Bylsma 
 fiona.bylsma@dbb.catholic.edu.au 

               Catholic Parish of Lower North Shore 

Reflection 
TheÊ readingsÊ highlightÊ twoÊ differentÊ
butÊ relatedÊ themes:Ê theÊcharacterÊofÊ
ourÊunderstandingÊofÊChrist,ÊandÊourÊ
understandingÊ ofÊ discipleshipÊ thatÊ
flowsÊ fromÊ it.Ê ChristologicalÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
reflecƟonsÊ reachÊ aÊ climaxÊ inÊ theÊÊÊ
quesƟonÊposedÊtoÊtheÊÊdisciples:ÊWhoÊ
doÊ youÊ sayÊ IÊ am?Ê InÊ thisÊ liturgicalÊÊ

context,Ê theÊ sameÊquesƟonÊ isÊposedÊ toÊus.ÊWhoÊ isÊ thisÊoneÊwhoÊ Ê ÊmulƟpliesÊ loavesÊofÊ
bread,Ê whoÊ walksÊ onÊ turbulentÊ waters,Ê whoÊ breaksÊ theÊ Ê Ê boundariesÊ thatÊ separateÊÊÊÊÊÊ
insiderÊfromÊoutsider?ÊItÊisÊnoneÊotherÊthanÊtheÊmessiah.ÊWhenÊPeterÊtesƟfiedÊtoÊJesus’Ê
idenƟty,Ê itÊwasÊ aÊ relevantÊ religiousÊ andÊ poliƟcalÊ statement,Ê forÊmessianicÊ expectaƟonÊ
wasÊaÊburningÊquesƟonÊatÊ thatÊƟme.ÊButÊwhatÊdoesÊ itÊmeanÊ forÊ theÊaverageÊChrisƟanÊ
today?ÊManyÊbelieversÊconsiderÊmessianicÊexpectaƟonÊaÊtheologicalÊthemeÊthatÊbelongsÊ
toÊtheÊpast.ÊTheyÊfeelÊthatÊitÊisÊdifficultÊtoÊgetÊexcitedÊaboutÊtheÊcomingÊofÊsomeoneÊwhoÊ
weÊbelieveÊhasÊalreadyÊcomeÊandÊgone.ÊIfÊJesusÊwereÊtoÊposeÊthisÊquesƟonÊtoday,ÊhowÊ
wouldÊweÊanswer?ÊLikeÊPeter,ÊweÊtooÊmayÊhaveÊgoodÊintenƟons,ÊbutÊwhenÊtheyÊareÊputÊ
toÊtheÊtestÊweÊrealiseÊthatÊthatÊwasÊallÊthatÊtheyÊwereÊ–ÊgoodÊintenƟons.ÊSƟll,ÊweÊshouldÊ
notÊbeÊdiscouragedÊbyÊourÊweaknesses,ÊforÊjustÊasÊPeter’sÊfailureÊdidÊnotÊdeterÊGodÊfromÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
entrusƟngÊhimÊwithÊpowerÊandÊauthority,ÊsoÊourÊfailuresÊneedÊnotÊbeÊobstaclesÊtoÊGod’sÊ
graceÊ inÊourÊ lives.ÊWeÊwatchÊGodÊentrustÊ theÊchurchÊtoÊ individualsÊwhoÊareÊweakÊandÊ
undependable,Ê andÊ weÊ realiseÊ thatÊ judgmentsÊ areÊ inscrutableÊ andÊ God’sÊ waysÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
unsearchable.Ê                 ©ÊDianneÊBergantÊCSAÊ 

Confirmation 
LastÊ weekÊ weÊ welcomedÊ 120Ê candidatesÊ forÊ ConfirmaƟonÊ intoÊ ourÊÊÊ
program.ÊTheyÊ kickedÊoffÊ theirÊweekÊ1Ê lessonsÊbyÊ recallingÊ theirÊownÊ
BapƟsms.Ê TheyÊhadÊ toÊfindÊphotos,Ê theirÊwhiteÊ garment,Ê theirÊ candleÊ
andÊ theirÊ bapƟsmalÊ cerƟficateÊ andÊ talkÊ aboutÊ allÊ theÊ thingsÊ thatÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
happenedÊthatÊday.ÊTheÊchildrenÊlearnedÊthatÊtheirÊBapƟsmÊwelcomedÊ
themÊ intoÊ theÊ ChurchÊ andÊ filledÊ themÊ withÊ theÊ HolyÊ Spirit.Ê DidÊ youÊ
knowÊthatÊbyÊourÊBapƟsmsÊweÊareÊallÊcalledÊtoÊbeÊPriests,ÊProphetsÊandÊ
Kings?ÊLetÊusÊkeepÊourÊ candidatesÊ forÊConfirmaƟonÊ inÊourÊprayersÊ asÊ
theyÊconƟnueÊtoÊdeepenÊtheirÊknowledgeÊandÊgrowÊcloserÊtoÊtheÊHolyÊ
Spirit.Ê 

Please note that on Wednesday 30th August St Thomas’ School will 
celebrate Fathers Day Mass commencing at 9.15am at St Thomas’ 

Church. 



Entrance Antiphon: (Cf Psalm 85:1-3)  
Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant who 
trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to 
you all the day long. 

First Reading:Ê(Isaiah 22:19-23)Ê 

ThusÊ saysÊ theÊ LordÊ ofÊ hostsÊ toÊ Shebna,Ê theÊmasterÊ ofÊ theÊ
palace:Ê IÊ dismissÊ youÊ fromÊ yourÊ office,Ê IÊ removeÊ youÊ fromÊ
yourÊpost,ÊandÊtheÊsameÊdayÊIÊcallÊonÊmyÊservantÊEliakim sonÊ
of Hilkiah.Ê IÊ investÊ himÊwithÊ yourÊ robe,Ê girdÊ himÊwithÊ yourÊ
sash,Ê entrustÊ himÊ withÊ yourÊ authority;Ê andÊ heÊ shallÊ beÊ aÊÊÊ
fatherÊ toÊ theÊ inhabitantsÊ of JerusalemÊ andÊ toÊ theÊ HouseÊ
of Judah.Ê IÊ placeÊ theÊ keyÊ ofÊ theÊ HouseÊ ofÊ DavidÊ onÊ hisÊÊÊ
shoulder;Ê shouldÊ heÊ open,Ê noÊ oneÊ shallÊ close,Ê shouldÊ heÊ
close,ÊnoÊoneÊ shallÊopen.Ê IÊ driveÊhimÊ likeÊ aÊpegÊ intoÊaÊ firmÊ
place;Ê heÊ willÊ becomeÊ aÊ throneÊ ofÊ gloryÊ forÊ hisÊ father'sÊ
house. 

Responsorial Psalm: (Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8) 

Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 

Second Reading: (Romans 11:33-36) 

HowÊrichÊareÊtheÊdepthsÊofÊGodÊ–ÊhowÊdeepÊhisÊwisdomÊandÊ
knowledgeÊ–Ê andÊhowÊ impossibleÊ toÊpenetrateÊhisÊmotivesÊ
orÊunderstandÊhisÊmethods!ÊWhoÊcouldÊeverÊknowÊtheÊmindÊ
ofÊtheÊLord?ÊWhoÊcouldÊeverÊbeÊhisÊcounsellor?ÊWhoÊcouldÊ

everÊgiveÊhimÊanythingÊorÊlendÊhimÊanything?ÊAllÊthatÊexistsÊ
comesÊfromÊhim;ÊallÊ isÊbyÊhimÊandÊforÊhim.ÊToÊhimÊbeÊgloryÊ
forÊever!ÊAmen.Ê 

Gospel Acclamation: (Matthew 16:18)  

Alleluia,Êalleluia!ÊYouÊareÊPeter,ÊtheÊrockÊonÊwhichÊIÊwillÊbuildÊ
myÊChurch;ÊtheÊgatesÊofÊhellÊwillÊnotÊholdÊoutÊagainstÊit.ÊAlle-
luia! 

Gospel: (Matthew 16:13-20)  

WhenÊJesusÊcameÊtoÊtheÊregionÊofÊCaesarea Philippi heÊputÊ
thisÊquesƟonÊtoÊhisÊdisciples,Ê‘WhoÊdoÊpeopleÊsayÊtheÊSonÊofÊ
ManÊ is?’Ê AndÊ theyÊ said,Ê ‘SomeÊ sayÊ heÊ isÊ JohnÊ theÊ BapƟst,Ê
some Elijah,Ê andÊothers Jeremiah orÊ oneÊofÊ theÊ prophets.’Ê
‘ButÊyou,’ÊheÊsaidÊ‘whoÊdoÊyouÊsayÊIÊam?’ÊThenÊSimonÊPeterÊ
spokeÊup,Ê‘YouÊareÊtheÊChrist,’ÊheÊsaid,Ê‘theÊSonÊofÊtheÊlivingÊ
God.’Ê JesusÊ replied,Ê ‘SimonÊ sonÊof Jonah,Ê youÊ areÊ aÊ happyÊ
man!ÊBecauseÊitÊwasÊnotÊfleshÊandÊbloodÊthatÊrevealedÊthisÊ
toÊyouÊbutÊmyÊFatherÊ inÊheaven.ÊSoÊ IÊnowÊsayÊ toÊyou:ÊYouÊ
areÊPeterÊ andÊonÊ thisÊ rockÊ IÊwillÊ buildÊmyÊChurch.ÊAndÊ theÊ
gatesÊofÊtheÊunderworldÊcanÊneverÊholdÊoutÊagainstÊit.ÊIÊwillÊ
giveÊyouÊtheÊkeysÊofÊtheÊkingdomÊofÊheaven:ÊwhateverÊyouÊ
bindÊ onÊ earthÊ shallÊ beÊ consideredÊ boundÊ inÊ heaven;ÊÊÊÊÊÊ
whateverÊyouÊ looseÊonÊearthÊshallÊbeÊconsideredÊ loosedÊ inÊ
heaven.’ÊThenÊheÊgaveÊtheÊdisciplesÊstrictÊordersÊnotÊtoÊtellÊ
anyoneÊthatÊheÊwasÊtheÊChrist. 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 

 LITURGY of THE WEEK 
 

MonÊ28/08:Ê StÊAugustine,ÊBishop,ÊDoctorÊofÊtheÊChurchÊ 
    (Memorial) 
TueÊ29/08: TheÊPassionÊofÊStÊJohnÊtheÊBaptistÊÊ(Memorial) 
WedÊ30/08: WeekdayÊinÊOrdinaryÊTimeÊ  
ThuÊ31/08: WeekdayÊinÊOrdinaryÊTimeÊ 
FriÊ01/09 : WeekdayÊinÊOrdinaryÊTimeÊ 
SatÊ02/09: WeekdayÊinÊOrdinaryÊTimeÊ 
SunÊ03/09: 22NDÊSUNDAYÊINÊORDINARYÊTIMEÊ 
    (Father’sÊDay) 

In our prayers 
Recently Deceased: CliffordÊSun,ÊAdrianÊBoccalaƩe,ÊNadaÊ
ProƟchÊandÊMaryÊO’Hare. 
Anniversaries:ÊLuciaÊCappello,ÊBiagginaÊBoccanfuso,ÊRobertÊ
Vas,ÊMaria,ÊMarko,ÊMiko,Ê andÊAnteÊ Bacic,Ê Jaka,Ê SƟpeÊ andÊ
AnteÊ Vezic,Ê Jaka,Ê MikoÊ andÊ TomislavÊ Bacic,Ê AnteÊ
PetkovichÊ andÊ ZlatanÊ DonjerkovicÊ Ê andÊ FrankÊ
AƩard. 
Sick: BishopÊ PeterÊ Ingham,Ê JulieÊ WongÊ andÊ
ElizabethÊDunn 

Next Weekend  during all Masses 
we will be celebrating and          

honouring  all our father’s  for      
Father’s Day. Please  join us for a 

BBQ at St Thomas’ Church       
Sunday 3rd September after 

9.30am Mass. 

Congratulations 
Sister Carmel Nipperess on  

your 70th Anniversary of  your  

Profession. God bless and       

reward you for the faith-filled 

witness of your life and for 

your loving service to the 

Church.  

Please come and join us to celebrate this      

special day on Sunday 3rd of September after 

9.30am Mass. 

MEMORIAL MASS 
Concetta Maria Vaccarella 

1 Month Anniversary  
Saturday 9th September 2023  
St Leonard’s Church 11.00 am 



          

  

CATECHIST AND HELPERS NEEDED 

WeÊ areÊ needingÊ newÊ catechistsÊ andÊ helpersÊ toÊ joinÊ theÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
CatechistÊMinistry.ÊItÊisÊaÊwonderfulÊopportunityÊtoÊbeÊpartÊofÊ
somethingÊ veryÊ rewarding.Ê ComeÊ andÊ shareÊ yourÊ faithÊwithÊ
theÊchildrenÊandÊpassÊonÊtheÊGoodÊNews.ÊAllÊresourcesÊ ÊandÊ
trainingÊareÊprovided.ÊOurÊparishÊservesÊstudentsÊfromÊNorth-
bridgeÊPublicÊSchoolÊandÊWilloughbyÊPublicÊSchool.ÊForÊmoreÊ
informaƟonÊpleaseÊ contactÊHennyÊ TheodorusÊ onÊ9958Ê8846Ê
orÊemailÊccd@lns.org.au.Ê 
BellowÊareÊtheÊclassesÊweÊneedÊtoÊfill. 

Northbridge Public School 
  Catechist Helper Time 
Kindergarten Filled Filled 9.10 - 9.40am 
Year 1 Filled Needed 9.10 - 9.40am 
Year 2 Filled Needed 9.10 - 9.40am 
Year 3 Needed Needed 10.50 – 11.20am 
Year 4 Needed Needed 10.50 – 11.20am 
Year 5 & 6 Filled Needed 10.50 – 11.20am 

Praying for a respecƞul        
discussion about the Voice    

Referendum 
MondayÊ 7.30PMÊ (sharp)Ê toÊ 8PMÊStÊ
Leonard’sÊ NaremburnÊ weÊ areÊÊÊÊ
readingÊ andÊ reflecƟngÊ inÊ silentÊÊÊ
prayerÊ andÊ thenÊprayingÊ theÊ rosaryÊ
forÊtheÊintenƟonÊofÊaÊrespecƞulÊandÊ
informedÊ discussionÊ onÊ theÊ VoiceÊ
ReferendumÊ andÊ forÊ theÊ unityÊ ofÊ
ourÊnaƟon.Ê 
PleaseÊjoinÊus. 

Next 
Week-

end  
during 

all        
Masses 
we will 

be                     

Including AnoinƟng of the Sick and          
Novena to the Sacred Heart 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

· 9.00 am on Friday 1st September  
· St. Thomas’ Church 



PARISH SCHEDULE 
  St Thomas’ Willoughby St Leonard’s Naremburn St Philip Neri Northbridge 

Weekend Masses 6.00pm VigilÊSaturday 
8.00am &Ê9.30am Sunday 

10.30am Sunday 
6.00pm SundayÊ(Youth Mass) 

5.00pm VigilÊSaturday 
9.00am Sunday 

Weekday Masses 9.00am:ÊMonÊ–ÊSat 9.00am:ÊTue,ÊThu,ÊSat 9.15am:ÊMon,ÊWed,ÊFri 

AdoraƟon Tuesday:Ê9.30amÊ-Ê10.30am Saturday:Ê9.30amÊ-Ê10.00am   

ReconciliaƟon Saturday:Ê5.15pmÊ-Ê5.45pm Saturday:Ê9.30amÊ-Ê10.00am Saturday:Ê4.15pmÊ-Ê5.45pm 

Healing Mass 9.00amÊonÊFirstÊFriday 
(Divine Mercy & AdoraƟon) 9.00amÊonÊ3rdÊSaturday   

BapƟsm 9.00amÊ1stÊSunday 
11.00amÊ3rdÊSundayÊ(outside Mass) 10.30amÊonÊ2ndÊSunday 9.00amÊonÊ4thÊSunday 

Children’s Liturgy 9.30amÊSundayÊ 
(during school term)   9.00amÊ4thÊSunday 

(Family Mass) 

RCIAÊorÊHOWÊTOÊBECOMEÊAÊCATHOLICÊManyÊadultsÊareÊwelcomedÊintoÊtheÊCatholicÊ
ChurchÊeachÊyearÊthroughÊtheÊRiteÊofÊChrisƟanÊIniƟaƟonÊofÊAdultsÊ(RCIA).ÊTheÊRCIAÊ
takesÊplaceÊwithinÊaÊparishÊcommunityÊinÊaÊrelaxedÊandÊsupporƟveÊenvironmentÊtoÊ
allowÊtheÊÊÊcandidateÊtoÊshareÊinÊtheÊlifeÊofÊtheÊChurchÊexpressedÊinÊaÊlocalÊfaithÊ
community.ÊItÊoffersÊaÊwayÊtoÊgrowÊinÊknowledgeÊofÊChristÊandÊtheÊCatholicÊfaithÊinÊ
companyÊwithÊothersÊonÊaÊsimilarÊjourney.ÊTheÊnon-bapƟsedÊwhoÊareÊsuitablyÊpre-
paredÊareÊwelcomedÊintoÊtheÊCatholicÊChurchÊbyÊtheÊrecepƟonÊofÊtheÊthreeÊSacra-
mentsÊofÊIniƟaƟon,ÊnamelyÊBapƟsm,ÊConfirmaƟonÊandÊHolyÊEucharist.ÊIfÊyouÊorÊ
someoneÊyouÊknowÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊknowÊmoreÊaboutÊtheÊprogramÊpleaseÊcontactÊtheÊ
parishÊoffice.ÊFrÊJoseÊwillÊbeÊspeakingÊwithÊÊcandidatesÊoverÊtheÊcomingÊweeks,ÊinÊ
preparaƟonÊforÊaÊprogramÊtoÊstartÊinÊSeptember 



Vox Populi 

24 August 2023  

Today, 24 August, we celebrate the feast of St Bartholomew, one of the Twelve Apostles, mentioned  in the Gos-
pels of Matthew, Mark and Luke and also in Acts. 
  
Besides being listed as an Apostle, he is not otherwise mentioned in the New Testament, at least not under the 
name Bartholomew:  Many ancient writers, and Catholic tradition have identified Bartholomew as Nathaniel in the 
Gospel of John (John 1:45-51, and 21:2). Nathaniel is introduced to Jesus by his friend Phillip, and Jesus says of 
him "Here is a true child of Israel. There is no duplicity in him (1:47)." 
 
We are presented with the Apostle's character in this brief and beautiful dialogue with the Lord Jesus. He is a 
good Jew, honest and innocent, a just man, who devotes much time to quiet reflection and prayer - "under the fig 
tree (1:48)" - and has been awaiting the Messiah, the Holy One of God. 
 
Being "a true child of Israel," Nathaniel was a man well-read in the Scriptures and knew what they said of the 
Messiah and where he would come from. This is why he is skeptical of Phillip's claim that Jesus is the Messiah, 
"Can anything good come out of Nazareth (1:46)?" 
 
But Nathaniel was lacking "duplicity" - that is, his heart was undivided, his intentions pure - his openness to reality 
was always ready to recognize and surrender to the truth when he encountered it. He remained open to his friend 
Phillip's invitation to "Come and see (1:46)." 
 
In encountering Jesus and hearing His words, he found himself face to face with the Truth Himself, and in a clear 
and simple confession of faith said, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 
 
Jesus, in Matthew 5:8, says, "Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God." In Nathaniel we have an ex-
ample of the pure man who sees - recognizes -  God when confronted with Him, and on seeing Him believes in 
Him, and upon believing in Him, follows Him. 
 
Nothing is known for sure about the life of Nathaniel/Bartholomew after the Ascension of Jesus, but tradition holds 
that he preached in the East and died a martyr's death in Armenia, being flayed alive for having won converts to 
the Lord Jesus. 
 
This Saint shows us we can come to know God better in reflection through prayer  
This day is also one for celebration and thanks for Bishop Anthony Randazzo who was appointed Auxiliary Bish-
op of Sydney, consecrated and installed on 24 August 2016, three years later being appointed Bishop of Broken 
Bay.Ê 



Annual Seminarian Benefit Dinner 
 
Calling all #BrokenBay faithful! Come join us for an amazing evening Saturday, September 2nd 2023. Enjoy delicious 
food, friendly company and musical performances put on by our very own seminarians. Most importantly, support our 
diocese's commitment to inspiring vocations! Seats are limited. Tickets are $60pp, all are welcome! Secure yours now 
at the link.  
  
Date: Saturday, September 2, 2023,  at 
Time: 6:30pm, after the 5pm Vigil Mass. 
Venue: Our Lady of Dolours Chatswood Parish – Harrington Hall, 94 Archer Street, Chatswood 2067 
Tickets: $60 per person 
 

              



Ignite 2023 is fast approaching and now is the time to start making plans! 
  
Have you considered volunteering and assisting to make this the best conference ever! 
  
Opportunities exist to volunteer in either a part-time or full-time capacity.  Click below to 
register for a volunteer role* and use one of these Coupon Codes (enter in the 'enter 
coupon code' box to reveal the rego option): 
  
For Full-Time ($100 - rostered close to entire program) - vft23  
For Part-Time ($165 - rostered about half of the sessions) - vpt23  
  
Please note that you can choose the invoice option if payment is an issue 
  
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW 
  
Shortly after registering and paying for your ticket, the Ignite team will send you an 
email to an online questionnaire enabling you to indicate the different roles you would 
like to serve in, and the time slots that you are available. Please note that Mandatory 
Volunteer Training is on Thursday 31st August, 2023, 6pm – 9.30pm, MacKillop 
Centre, St Leo's College, Wahroonga (enter the college via Unwin Rd)  
 
Contact Angela Harris (Ignite Volunteer Co-ordinator 2023) if you have any ques-
tions about Volunteering for Ignite. 
  
For more information about Ignite visit: https://igniteconference.com.au/sydney  

WYD Pilgrims have arrived home safely! 
 
Just over 4 weeks ago, an excited group of Broken Bay pilgrims departed Sydney for Italy and WYD in 
Lisbon. For most pilgrims this was their first experience of overseas travel and for many their first pil-
grimage experience. 
Thank you for your continued prayers for the success of the Broken Bay pilgrimage and the safe return 
of all our pilgrims. 
As our pilgrims settle back into the regular rhythm of life, filled with much joy and gratitude, please in-
vite pilgrims to share their stories over the coming weeks and months with their family and friends; at 
their schools and/or in their parishes, and beyond. 


