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MISSION - “Together, in Christ’s love, for others”  
VISION - “To know and love God, and to be Christ to one another” 

Dear Parishioners,  
In this weeks Gospel we encounter the inspiring figure of John the Baptist. His life was 
dedicated to a divine purpose – not to be the Light but to bear witness to the Light, a     
profound reminder for each of us. In a world often clouded by uncertainties and                 
distractions, we are called to be witnesses to the transformative power of Christ. John's 
humility in denying personal greatness and acknowledging his role as a voice in the                   
wilderness teaches us valuable lessons. In our own lives, can we embody such humility,                
recognizing our part in God's plan? Just as John pointed towards the imminent arrival of 
Jesus, our actions and words can be a beacon, directing others to the enduring Light that 
is Christ. As we navigate our journeys of faith, let us ponder our identities in the broader 
narrative of God's redemptive plan. Like John, may we joyfully accept our roles as                          
witnesses, understanding that our ultimate purpose is to illuminate the path to Christ, who 
is the true source of hope and salvation. May this inspire us to live our lives as                    
testimony to the Light, guiding others toward the transformative grace found in Jesus 
Christ.  

FAREWELL TO FR EMMANUEL 
After ministering in our parish for the last 12 months, Fr Emmanuel is returning home to 
his diocese in Nigeria on 15th of January. Supported by our own Bishop Anthony              
Randazzo, Fr Emmanuel came to us at the beginning of this year for a one-year placement 
on sabbatical leave. During this time, he has learnt a great deal about the Australian 
church and its people, he has made friends, and he has successfully completed the       
Clinical Pastoral Education Course (CPE) at St Vincent’s Hospital. He is now well placed to 
benefit from his experience and training as he resumes his priestly ministry in Nigeria. On 
behalf of all in our parish, I thank Fr Emmanuel for his cheerful disposition and good work, 
and wish him every blessing as he journey’s home.                
                                                                                Fr Jose Philip OSH 

 

 



Entrance Antiphon  Philippians 4:4-5 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

Lighting of the 3rd Advent     
Candle  

"Loving God, as we light the third candle 
of this Advent wreath, we rejoice in your 

presence. May the light of this candle fill our hearts with 
the joy of your salvation. Help us to share this joy with oth-
ers, spreading your love and happiness to all we encoun-
ter. Amen."  
 

First Reading  Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord 
has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to 
the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; to proclaim 
liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison; to proclaim 
a year of favour from the Lord. ‘I exult for joy in the Lord, 
my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me in the 
garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the cloak of 
integrity, like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, like a bride 
adorned in her jewels. ‘For as the earth makes fresh things 
grow, as a garden makes seeds spring up, so will the Lord 
make both integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the 
nations.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10 

(R.) My soul rejoices in my God.  
 
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
  
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things 
give thanks to God, because this is what God expects you 
to do in Christ Jesus. Never try to suppress the Spirit or 
treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think before you 
do anything – hold on to what is good and avoid every 

form of evil. May the God of peace make you perfect and 
holy; and may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, 
soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God has called you and he will not fail you.  
Gospel Acclamation  Isaiah 61:1 (Lk 4:18) 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  John 1:6-8. 19-28 

A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 
He came as a witness, 
as a witness to speak for the light, 
so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who 
are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite 
openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are 
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We 
must take back an answer to those who sent us. What have 
you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, 
as Isaiah prophesied: 
a voice that cries in the wilderness: 
Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they 
put this further question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if 
you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ 
John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands among 
you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; 
and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened 
at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was 
baptising. 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Christmas Volunteers Needed! 
We need many volunteers to help us make our    Christmas 
Masses a  glorious celebration. These      include roles in the 
nativity play for children, choir members, food servers, read-
ers, people to set up and pack down and many more! If you 
are able to help, at the 6pm Christmas Eve Mass at St 
Leonards please use the QR code on the following page. All 
other Christmas Masses will have sign up sheets in each 
church for you to use.  

 
CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN THE       
NATIVITY CHRISTMAS  MASS  ST     

THOMAS’ CHURCH AT 6PM WILL HAVE 
REHEARSAL ON - THURSDAY 21st       

DECEMBER AT 10.30AM. 
 

CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATING IN THE 
CHRISTMAS EVE CHOIR 

REHEARSAL- SUNDAY  17th AFTER  
9.30AM MASS 

 

 



IN OUR PRAYERS  
 

Anniversaries:  Lee Gemmell, Ojdana 
Curać and Marin Curać. 
 

Sick: Bishop Peter Ingham, Peter Champion, 
Anne-Maree Nevil, Nicole Eve Van de Gard, 
Lana Zalmic, Lucy Rappa and   Michael Chiu 

                Join us for an evening of  Reconciliation and Prayer   
    Date: Wednesday 20th December      Time: 7.00PM - 8.30PM  
        St Thomas’ Church                  Including Rosary &  Adoration                         

          
    

Cuppa N’ Conversation  
You are invited to join in the spirit of Christmas by      
enjoying a delicious Morning Tea and singing of        

Christmas Carols. 
 Date:     Wednesday 20th December 
 Time: 9.30am to 11am 
 Venue:   Parish Hall Blue Room, Cnr High St and          
                 Horsley Rd 

Come along and join in the fun and                      
Christmas Spirit 

Farewell Fr Emmanuel 

 

 

 



PARISH SCHEDULE 
  St Thomas’ Willoughby St Leonard’s Naremburn St Philip Neri Northbridge 

Weekend Masses 6.00pm Vigil Saturday 
8.00am & 9.30am Sunday 

10.30am Sunday 
6.00pm Sunday (Youth Mass) 

5.00pm Vigil Saturday 
9.00am Sunday 

Weekday Masses 9.00am: Mon – Sat 9.00am: Tue, Thu, Sat 9.15am: Mon, Wed, Fri 

Adora on Tuesday: 9.30am - 10.30am Saturday: 9.30am - 10.00am   

Reconcilia on Saturday: 5.15pm - 5.45pm Saturday: 9.30am - 10.00am Saturday: 4.15pm - 5.00pm 

Healing Mass 9.00am on First Friday 
(Divine Mercy & Adora on) 9.00am on 3rd Saturday   

Bap sm 11.00am on 2nd  and 4th  Sunday 12pm on 4th Sunday 10.30am on 3rd Sunday 

Children’s Liturgy 9.30am Sunday  
(during school term)   9.00am 4th Sunday 

(Family Mass) 

Rosary 8.30am Mon-Fri   
7.00pm Wednesday 9.30am Tue, Thu, Sat 9.45am Mon, Wed, Fri 

Including Anoin ng of the Sick and          
Novena to the Sacred Heart 

DECEMBER 
· 9.00 am on Saturday 16th December  
· St. Leonard’s Church 

Sharing the Christmas Joy  
Some of our parishioners joined our Mayor Tanya Taylor for a beautiful 
Christmas party with the residence at Estia in Willoughby. Thank you for 
spreading some Chritmas cheer to the elderly in our community.  



Vox Populi  
14 December 2023 

   

This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, tradi onally known as Gaudete Sunday. 
  
Gaudete is the La n word for rejoice. We con nue to prepare in our hearts a sense 
of holy par cipa on for the celebra on of the birth of Jesus as well as His promised 
second coming. 
  
Although the year has presented turmoil and challenges, both here and overseas, 
taking the me to pray and reflect will help us focus on the hope, joy and peace 
God gives us in the gi  of his Son. 
  
The Advent candle we light this Sunday is rose coloured, a symbol of joy, and the 
priest will wear rose vestments. As people who put our hope in God’s love and 
promises, we are all called to adopt an a tude of joy, and it is in joy we find the 
ability to an cipate the future within our present reality. 



Advent starts this Sunday, heralding a new church year and 
the Year B cycle of liturgical readings at Mass. 

No season of the year is more at odds with our Australian culture than Advent. The advertising blitz 
for the Christmas shopping binge is in full swing, secular Christmas music is everywhere,                 
neighbourhood streets become ablaze with Christmas lights and good cheer. We easily forget the 
true meaning of Christmas, the birth of our Messiah, so lost on many today. Then suddenly, all the 
commercial Christmas glitz disappears Christmas night makes way for Boxing Day sales, the Sydney 
to Hobart yacht race is on and the summer holidays are in full swing. 
Yes, it’s a crazy time of the year; school graduation ceremonies, concerts,      
farewells. Workplaces celebrating end-of-the year parties.  We are                               
preoccupied with plans for Christmas day feasting and summer holidays. For 
many, there’s a spirit of indulgence in the air, congruent with the languor of 
balmy summer days ahead. For others the struggle is just to keep their lives 
together, with living costs causing enormous stress for so many. In 2023 we are 
all        overshadowed by a darker world with wars, conflict, and social division. 
Will we simply let Advent pass by unnoticed? 

 
What does our Church say about Advent? 

Advent is the twofold coming of Christ. The season where we prepare ourselves in heart and 
mind, to remember the first coming of the Son of God, through his Incarnation (God becomes                     
human), and to joyfully anticipate his second coming at the end of time.1 
Our Advent liturgy tells its own story. 
Advent begins on the Sunday on or nearest to 30th November and ends before the evening prayer 
on Christmas Eve. Depending on the day of the week that Christmas falls, the number of days vary 
but there are always four Sundays. This year the 4th Sunday of Advent falls on 24th December, 
Christmas Eve. 

Our music settings and hymns change, they’re anticipatory, reflecting simplicity and restraint. We 
hear lovely hymns like the age-old O Come O Come Emmanuel and, Creator of the Stars of 
Night. The Gloria is not said or sung this season. 

The colour violet springs up everywhere denoting a season of penance, humility, and prayer as 
we await Christ’s birth. 

The Advent wreath is an evergreen circular wreath signifying continuous life, the eternity of God 
who has no beginning or end. Each week of Advent, we will light one of the 4 candles, 3                  
purple and one rose, representing the 4 weeks of Advent: hope, faith, joy (rose) and peace. 
The white candle placed in the middle of the wreath is lit on Christmas Eve. This candle is 
called the “Christ Candle” and represents the life of Christ. 

The Advent Sunday readings 
       The Sunday Mass readings are centred on the Gospel readings.  
       1st Sunday heralds the end times.  (The second coming)  
       2nd and 3rd Sundays highlight the mission of John the Baptist,  
       4th Sunday turns attention to the forthcoming Nativity of Christ.  

The Old Testament readings consist of messianic prophecies, mostly from Isaiah, while the               
second readings are season-related extracts from the writings of the Apostles.  

Take a little time during each week this Advent to read through the Sunday readings and see this 
story unfold. 

 
 

(UNLYGRC #39, 1969) 
        Ref: https://www.catholic.au/s/article/Advent-and-Christmas 
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Here are some ideas to help you focus on the Advent season this year. 
We have put together a music play list of Advent music both old and new. Take a little time out, lis-
ten in the car, out walking, at home, to help you focus on this wonderful season of Advent. Keep the 
Christmas carols to later in Advent. https://open.spotify.com/laylist/4NkqWPgXx4VeVwwcoqQxbf?
si=e9771d18ae38423b 
Have a listen to the popular Fr Mike Schmitz on the true meaning of Advent (8mins).    https://
youtu.be/WD357YYDk1A?si=576WFL5_glI_QeBj 
Partake in an Advent prayer study at home or with others. Eg https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/
advent/ 
Spend calming prayer time with Jesus in the Advent Holy Hour 7.30pm Dec 12, St Leonards 
Church. 
Go to confession. 
Get to a local Handel’s Messiah concert, specifically written as an Oratorio to be performed during 
Advent.   
   


